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opening up of the areas I huve referred to.
I trust they will proceed with the surveying
and throwiug open for selection of the lands
in the Damnosa eountry, and the classifica-
tion of the Kalkalling lands. I also trust
that they will place the medical facilities I
have referred to on a proper basis,

On motion hy Mr,

journed.

Wilson, debate ad-

House adjourned at 9.47 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PETITION—WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUS-
TEE, EXECUTOR, AND AGENCY
CO0,, LTD,, ACT AMENDMENT,

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX prezented a peti-
tion from the West Australian Trustee,
FExeeutor, and Ageney Company, Limited,
praving for leave to introduce a Bill to
amend the West Australian Trustee, Execu-
tor, and Agency Company, Lid., Aet.

Petition received and read and the prayer
of the petition granted.

BILL—WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE,
EXECUTOR, AND AGENCY CO,
LTD. ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Hon, J. Nicholson
read a first time.

and

3

Referred to Select Commiltiee.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, Bill
referred to a seleet committee econsisting
of Hon. W. H. Kitsun, Hon. H. Seddon and
the mover, to report on the 26th August.

QUESTION—INTERNATIONAL
LABOUR CONVENTIONS.

Hon. J. E. BODD asked the Colonial See-
retary: 1, Flow many conventions and ve-
commendations ef the International Lahour
Office of the Lengue of Nations have been
received from the Federal (iovernment? 2,
With wiat matiers do they deal? 3, ITave
the conventions and recommendations been
ratified ¥

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Thirvty-six. 2, A list of the matters laid
on the Table to-day. 3, The obligation to
ratify is not with the State Government.
Many of the points dealt with in the con-
ventions and recommendations are covered
by existing State legislation and regulations.
Matters that are applicable to the require-
menis of this State, and for which adequate
legislative provision has not been made, are
now receiving consideration.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
te Hon. E. Rose {South-West}) on the
ground of urgent private business.

LAPSED BILL—RESTORATION.

On motion by Hon. H. A. Stephenson,
ordered: That a mnessage be sent to the
Lepislative Assembly requesting that the
cutrsideration of the Bills of Sale Act
Amendment Bill) pazsed by this Heuse last
session and {ransmitted to the Lemshtne
Asggembly, may be resumed,

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
Ninth Day.
[ebale resumed from the previous day.
HON. J. BE. DODD (Sonth) [4.38]: The
Address-in-renly debate gives us an oppor-
tunity to review the actions of the Govern-

ment during the recess and {o express our
opinions on the programme they are going
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io place before ns, Also it permits us to
make gpy suggestions we may think advis-
able for the welfare of the State and of the
pecple. We are all gratified at the redue-
tion of the deficit, and it seems likely the
time is oot far distant when that deficit wilt
disappear altogether. We shall then have
before us the necessity for trying to reduce
the accumulated deficit. Reference has heen
made to the allocation of the credit for the
reduction of the deficit. Personally 1 am pre-
pared to give credit both to the laie Govern-
ment and to the present Government. Prob-
ably, as otber members have said, the season
and the bountiful harvest have had most to
do with it. The passage of the land taxation
proposals last session, and the consequent
reduction of railway freights, is in my view
the Government’s best achievement to date.
1 hope every penny raised by that taxation
will be remitied acceording to promise. Al-
though there has been some opposition to it,
the tax is now assessed on a perfectly sound
basis, the soundest to be found in any of the
States of the Commonwealth; that is to say,
there are no exempftions, and everybody pays
according to what he is receiving from the
State up to the value of the tax. 1 was
pleased to notice that the Government have
decided to go on with the Norseman railway.
That line, when completed, will remove a
very long and fruitful source of dissatisfac-
tion in the whole of the people on the East-
ern (Goldfields. There are in the Norseman-
Esperance distriet hundreds of thousands of
acres that will be opened up for profitable
cultivation. I draw the atiention of the
Minister to the very great need for provid-
ing water supplies in that distriet. I am
receiving many complaints from settlers
on the secore of inadequate water conserva-
tion. TUp to date all that the Government
have been able to reply to requests for assist-
ance in that respect is that they bave no
noney.  Still, the Minister for Water Sup-
prly has promised to do the best he can to
get us something placed on the Fstimates this
year. The same may be said in respect of
Newdegate. where similar tronble exists, Tt
is strange that to-day almost all the virgin
first-elass land is in the South Province,
previously regarded as a mining provinee.
Taking it all round, T suppose the South
Provinee is to-day one of the richest in the
State,

Hon. A, Burvill: And Albany is its port.

Hon. J. E. DODD: T commend the Gov-
ernment on their action in appointing an
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independent man as Royal Cominissioner to
inguire into the mining iodustry. 1 do not
know thai they could have gome anywhere
else but South Africa for such a man. Cer-
tainly the South African conditions are dis-
similar to owrs, but I doubt if the Govern-
ment could have secured in any other conn-
try a more suitable man than Mr. Kingsley
Thowmas as & mining Royal Commissioner.
While the Commissioner’s report may be of
great value, | am not optimistic of the re-
sults likely to arvise from it. I shall await
with interest the action to be taken by the
Government to put the recommendations into
effect. Some of the Commissioner’s recom-
mendations I could not possibly agree to,
and 1 am quite certaln the men working
underground will not agree with them; but
there are others which, if put into operation,
would have a beneficial result upon the in-
dustry. As for the gold bonus, the mining
industry is the burden bearer of all the in-
dustries. 1t has had no assistance, no help
whatever in respect of Federal exactions, yet
it has to bear the burden of almost every
other industry. During the debate one or
two interjections have been made with which
I cannot agree. Mr. Potter spoke of holes
in the ground and what had been taken
out and what had gone into them, and
so on. I would remind him that very
little Government money has gone into
holez in the ground in mining distriets.
A guarter of a million of State money went
inte a hole in the ground at Fremantle, and
very little good came out of it. Bub the
boles in the ground in the mining industry
were dug by private individuals, We hear
a lot about a wasting asset, leaving the
country poorer, a decrepit industry, aand
other things, but T have never been able to
fathom such arguments. It has been said
that every ounce of gold taken out of the
country makes it poorer. In my opinion
the taking out of the ground of £152,000,000
worth of gold makes it so much richer. I
am afraid Western Australia would not be
nearly so far advanced as it is to-day, had it
not been for this gold that has come out
of the ground. I am glad the industry is
beginning {o¢ receive a little more considera-
tion than it has had in the past. The action
of the Federal and State Governments in
making remissions of taxation to the in-
dustry will be generally appreciated. The
Miners' Phthisis Aet has not vet bheen pro-
claimed. T know the diffienlties surrounding
it, and would not harshly criticise the failure
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to biing it into operation. The Act was
passed 2% years ago. In the first session
afterwards, Mr. Scaddan was in power. He
rame in for fairly severe handling, not only
in the Legislative Assembly, but in this
Chamber, Some of us eriticised him severely
because of his failure to proclaim the Aect,
and yet 18 months later it is still wapro-
claimed. I hope something will be done by
the Government to put it into Fforece. I
should like to ray a few words about the
recent strike. Possibly a good deal of the
criticism has done good, but most of it was
directed at the police and the extremists.
These are uot the only phases of the strike,
and are probably not the most important.
What conrerns me most is what I may term
the abdication of the strike to the rank and
file, and the enthronement of executive
officials. That is a serious danger with
which Australia is faced, not only as affect-
ing one section of the community, but quite
a number of other sections. I cannot under-
stand the attitude of many people with re-
gard to the rights they have acquired. Many
do not care how matters go so long as some-
one is in control. When one considers what
our forefathers had to do in order to ¢biain
the rights and liberties which we now pos-
sess, I think it is time one should point out
the danger to demoeracy, and what we are
likely to lose if some change does not take
place. Throughout Australia it is amazing
to see the indifference with which people re-
gard the liberties that their forefathers
fought so hard to gain for them. Hundreds
of years elapsed before we had the fran-
chise, even after Parliamentary institutions
rame into being, and before we had the hal-
lot, and the right to combine, and the eon-
spiracy laws were abolished. It seems to
me, however, that people are only too anx-
ious to forgo their liberties and rights. I
do not altogether blame the extremists. I
bhave my own opinion concerning a large
namtber of men who were classed as extirem-
ists. I have my own opinion about Mr. Walsh.
Everyone holds him up as an ardent ex-
tremist, bat I must say we always know
where he is and what he is doing. It seems
to be a perversity of human nature that,
once people have gained something they ecast
it aside, just as a child does a flower, and
trample it underfoot. In the case of the
recent strike there was an agreement entered
into between the two parties. There was
no dispute as to wages or hours, althongh
these are the two important factors in most
labour disputes. Before the expiration of
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this agreement a strike was brought about.
No ballot was taken, and I doubt if half
the members of the union knew anything
about it. That is a phase we have to leck
to, and to guard against. I know the diffi-
culty of getting members of a union to take
an interest in union meetings. If we can
direct attention to the matter and show that
the issue is not altogether one of extremism,
but is more often one of apathy and indif-
ference, the better will it be for us. We
know the tragie failure of strikes upon the
men and women coneerned, how time, money
and employment are lost. Surely in these
days better methods could be adopted than
those pursued during the idiotie strike that
occurred recently, With regard to group
settlement, [ am not going te express an
opinion upen the quality of the land or the
prospects of the seftlers. It always seemed
to me that the scheme was a little too large,
and that more of the money involved might
have been devoted to otlier parts of the
State. I realise that the South-West has
to be settled some time or other, and I also
fecl sure that a great deal of the capital
spent there must eventually be written off.
T cannot see how else that land eould be set-
tled, but it was too big a job for one gen-
eration to undertake. The Commission went
into their work with a will, and seemed to
cecure all the evidence they conld. T know
that some members of it are practical men,
but I hope that no other Commission in
similar circumstanees will be appointed like
that ome. To my mind the Commission
should never have been appointeld. Suppose
a National Government had appointed two
Nationalists, two Country 1°zrty members,
and ome Labour Party member to inquire
into the Wyndham Freezing Works, what
sort of an outcry would have been raised?
Suppose two Country Party members, two
Nationalists, and one Labour Party man had
heen appointed to inquire into the effect of
the rural workers’ log, or something concern-
ing the Country Party, whot would have
heen said? I hope no other Commission
like this ome will ever be appointed again.
The Mining Commission was on a different
basis, and we all commend il. T wish to re-
fer to the recommendation recarding piece-
work. I bardly understand it. The policy
of piece-work has been a plani: of the Labour
Party for many years. The biggest strike
T have ever been in, that at Broken Hill in
1892, was n strike against the contract sys-
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tem. I ecannot, therefore, understand the
recommendation of the Commission.

Hon. T. Moore: These men are supposed
to be working for themselves, and then you
talk of them working for bosses.

Hon. J. E. DODD: It might work ouf in
the seme way. Men down there have to
work under a boss. I can hardly see how
the system of contract is to be applied to
group settlement, although I am willing
to bow o those who know better than I do,
and who know the men and what has to be
done.

Hon. T. Moore: It will save the country
millions of pounds.

Ion. J. E. DODD: 1If so, it will be worth
tiving, 1t is possible that a better migration
agreement way yet he obtained. 1 do not
think the Commonwealth Government or the
British Government yet realise the difficulty
of the State with regard to the settlement of
people within its territory. Tor that reason
a visit by Br. Amery will be welcome. Quite
possibly when we get him here we shall be
able to convince him of ihe difficulties con-
frouting us, what it means to clear the land,
and make him reulise the necessity of more
co-operation. I say that not in any empty
form of eriticism. To-day the British Em-
pire is a Commonwealth of nations, and the
weakness of one is the weakness of all. 1
think the lmperial Government will yet be
compelled, for its own sake, to give better
conditions to the Dominons in the way of
setilement. Of course, we would never have
dreamt of getting such an agreement 20
years ago, and probably in 20 years’ {ime we
shall secure a still better one. I was sur-
prised to hear Mr. Brown’s remarks con-
cerning lhe need for capital in this State. I
always thought he was rather opposed to
capitalists.

Hon. J. R. Brown: I am not opposed to
a more cven distribution of capital.

Hon. J. E. DODD: I admit we need men
with eapital in this State to assisl us in set-
tling our diffieulties. With regard to unem-
ployment, T think that is about the saddest
condition that men can possibiy he in, I do
not blame the present Government for the un-
emjloyment we have, That is a very cheap
and sometimes a mean way ol securing noto-
riety. Whether men are unionists, non-
unionicts or Communists thev shoonld be en-
titled 1o work if there is work for them. 1f
it is possible to do anything {o provide work
for them it should be done, l'nemployment
is, I think, peculiar to almos! all Govern-
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ments. Almost every winter we have to face
some form or other of unemployment. If
scems almost impossible to help it. We must,
however, be absolutely bankrnpt of states-
manship if we cannot get rid of unemploy-
ment in this country. I urge upon the Gov-
ernment to make every effort to absorb the
unemployed as far as they can. I wish
fo draw attention to the interest that is be-
ing taken with reference to the settlement
of our hoys on the land, or fitting them by
experience to become agriculiurists. I have
often said there are hundreds of city boys
who are hungry to get on the land, while
they are at school. At the Perth Boys’
Bchool every time the eity is compared with
the country the boys seemr to prefer the
country, and yet the system of edueation is
such that up to the age of 14 they are hardly
tanght anything about the esuntry. I think
something is being done for country lads in
the way of agricultural iustitutions, but
nothing whatever is being done for the city
boys. They are not being taught anything
about work in the eonntry. I was inierested
in Mr. Chandler’s proposition, although I do
not know that it will prove workable. Mr.
Chandler is on the right track, however, in
seeking to ercate more interest in the way of
providing openings on the lard for city boys,
I wish fo make a few remarks regarding the
proposals of the (fovernment to alter the
Constitution. Whenever anything is sug-
gested that is likely to comstitnte a danger
to the people of Australig, il is our duty to
draw attention to it. Amongst the proposals
that have been put before us is one to amend
the Constitution. - During the past recess
and also during the last session of Parlia-
ment the Minister for Works wans very busy
rattling his sabre and making skining armour
speeches. On two or three cceasions mem-
bers of this Chamber have had to direct at-
tention to the unreliability of some of Mr.
MeCallum’s remarks. Mr, Kirwan replied
to some of those statements, and T must say
that in one or two of his speeches Mr, Me-
Callum’s asserfions were absolutely in-
aceurate and unreliable. Tf [ were to direct
attention to one Bill in regasd to which we
will find more unreliable information than
any other, T would instance the Workers’
Compensation measnre which we passed last
session. Just now it is as well to find out
how far the suggested amendment to the Con-
stitution proposes to go, how far it will
lead us, and how far it will affect us in con-
nection with other |roposals that are being
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made. It is because of that, that I ask we
shounld have a little more light ihrown on the
subject and to remove all camouflage so
that we may find out where we stand. Mr.
Nicholson in the course of his remarks drew
atiention to the absence of the guard of
honor on the opening day ol Parliament.
He thought the danger existed there of the
disappearance of some of our old institu-
tions and ideas, and he connecied this action
with communism. I do not tiink the aboli-
tion of a guard of honor matters very much.
1 know that there is an innate desire in the
minds of 90 per cent. of the people for a
cartain amount of display snd T would be
sorry to see all ceremonials cut out com-
Metely. At the same time, T Lave never been
able to see of what use wus the guard of
honor. I have seen men stand outside this
building for a eouple of hours and some-
times in the rain. It all appeared to
me g¢ useless; and then it was so
embarrassing to the person in whose honour
the guard was there. Therefore I do not
consider that the abolition of the guard of
honour will affect us very much. After all,
sometimes the more simple a ceremony is
the more effective it becomes. Take for in-
stance the cenotaph and the grave of an un-
known soldier. They are many times more
effective than some of the more elaborate
monuments we know of. I come back fo
the question of the suggested amendment
to the Consiitution and what it is likely to
be. I desire to show the aims of the Labour
movement at the present time in regard not
only to the State Constitution, but to the
Federal Constitution, and how they are
likelv to affeet us. Tt has been slated that
the Labhour Party do not stand for com-
munisi. I do not think that the majority
of that pariy do stand for it. It is my
desire, however, to read a few extracts in
order to enable us to find out where we are.
The one party to my mind seems to be
revolutionary, and ihe other evolutionary.
T do not think after all that many of their
aims are dissimilar,

Hon. J. R. Brown: QOne is quicker than
the other.

Hon. J. E. DODD: In the State Labour
platform we have one plank which reads,
“Abolition of the Legislative Council,” and
in the Federal Labour plaiform we have
as part of the objective, “The establish-
ment of a Supreme Economic Couneil,” and
also as part of the platform, the abolition
of State Legislative Councils, the abelition
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of the Senate, unlimifed legislative powers
for the Commonwealth Parliament, and
sueh delegated powers to the States, or pro-
visions 85 the Commonwealth Parliament
may determine from time to time. We can-
not consider an amendment of our Constitu-
tion without taking into consideration what
is proposed in respeet of the Federal Con-
stitution. The question is, what is likely
to be best for the community? If anyone
can point oul to me that their scheme is the
best, I am willing to be convinced, but I
want to know that it is to be the best be-
fore I give my vote in faveur of any radi-
cal change. I want to find out, if I can,
what is the “Supreme Economie Council,”
and what its functions are going to be.
There is no alliance with Russia. That, T
think one can say with all sincerity, so far
as the Labour Party are concerned; but
whilst there is no alliance with the Soviet
Government there can be an imitation of
that Government that might in the end be
quite as dangerous to the people of the
Commonwealth as an alliance. What has
the chief governing body of Russia te do,
and what is it for 9 It is the Soviet
Supreme Economie Council, and that is the
objective to-day of the Federal Labour
Party. What does it mean and where will
it lead us? We do not find any reference
to it in policy speeches; I have never heard
it mentioned on a platform or even alluded
to in the report of a speech. Yet there we
have it as a part of the objective of the
Supreme Economie Council. Perhaps I can
throw a little light on the matter by read-
ing the remarks of three very prominent
Labour members. I have culled these re-
marks from a debate in the Federal Parlia-
ment. They were quoted as having taken
place at the time of the Federal Trade Union
Congress in 1922, Mr. Baddeley, at present
Minister for Mines in the New South Wales
Government, and holding other portfolios as
well, said—

We are not going to function under Parlia-
ment as it exists to-day.
That clearly shows that the idea is that
Parliament will not funetion as it is
funetioning to-day, that is, a Parliament
elected on the hroad franchise of adult
suffrage. Mr. Willis, who is at present
Chief Secretary in the New Sonth Wales
(Glovernment, said this—

They must get down to bedrock or the

socialisation of industry, with control by the
workers in the industry. They did not pro-
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pose to control industry right up through their
economic ecouneil. The couneil was to be
constituted by the various representatives of
industry., The position to-day in Russia is
that although they have a Soviet form of
political government behind it, they are build-
ing up what will be the real government of
Russiz—the supreme economic council, That
will be the greatest foree in Russia preceded
by the absolute overthrow of the other sys-
tems in Russia. If you can build up that
complete machinery for the whole thing, a
policy to eontrol the indnstrics of this country,
then our political government will not count
that. (Mr. Willis held up his peneil.) If you
canuot get political power without resorting
to vielence, it iz no good asking the people to
vote. Instead, we should be here discussing
the formation of the red army. Either you
must organise on the lines indieated and get
eomplete control in that way, or you must
train a big organisation on the basis of the
deliberate overthrow by force.

Next is Mr. Seullin. I have heard it said
that Mr. Scullin is one of the ablest mem-
bers of the Labour Party in Australia.
He is a member of the Honse of Represen-
tatives, having taken the late Mr. Frank
Tudor’s place. I have never heard him
gspeak, but I understand he is a very fine
speaker and an able debater, and also that
he is well read in economies. This is what
he said—

The Parliamentary machine has been used to

give sanction to the aschemes of the capitalistic
system. We want the Parliamentary regimeIto

E:ve sanction to our proposal and the scheme we
ve prepared. From, those industries nationglised
shall be chosen the genera) economic central council
which will really take the place of our Parliaments
to-day.
There we have, to my mind, the clear light
of day in regard to the opinions of those
partieular men. One is Minister for Lands
in the New South Wales Government, the
other is Chief Seeretary in the same Gov-
erument, and Mr. Seullin is a member of
the Federal Parliament. Then we have Mr.
Lang, the Premier of New South Wales,
condemning communism, and beside that
condemnation we have the statements of two
of his Ministers which I have just read. This
puts me in mind of something I read the
other day in a book that is in the library
of this House, dealing with the Japanese
army. An officer belonging to that army
went to China to find out what was being
done, and he gave a few instanees of the
operations of the Chinese army. This is
what he wrote—

In another case two opposing forees of artillery
agreed to fire to the left of one another instead of

at each other, but one of the generals on geeing this,
ordered his men to fire actually at the enemy.
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As soon as he had gone, however, his men sent
over 6 note of apology to the enemy and it was
then agreed that in future they should only fire
at each other when there were generals about.
1t seems to me that the forces of the com-
munists and the Labour Party fire at each
other only when there is an election about
to take place. I want further to allude to
the position by quoting a few words that
were uttered by a Western Australian dele-
gate to the Federal Labour Congress last
vear. This delegate said, “Delegates should
remember that the Labour movement i3
growing, and 1 hope to sec the time come
when conference will be practically a con-
tinuons body.” What is the meaning of
that? :

Hon. J. R. Brown: There is nothing wrong
with 1t

Hon. J. E. DODD: Here we have on the
platform of the Ausiralian Labour Party
a proposal for control by a supreme economic
couneil, and the position has been laid down
by Mr. Willis, Mr. Baddeley and Mr. Seullin
that the funetions of the economiec eouncil
are to take the plaee of Parliament. Here
we have a stalement made by a member of
a trade union congress that the congress
will practieally be a econtinuous bedy at
some time in the future. What are we to
do in the face of an objective and a plat-
form of that nature when we come fo con-
sider constitutional amendments? Are we
going to give away all that we possess to-
day in regard to the freest franchise in the
world? Are we going to give away the
right to vote enjoyed by every man and
woman over the age of 21? Are we fo be-
come mere creatures of a Federal Parlia-
ment consisting of 75 or 80 men and to
receive powers at their hands from time to
time. ~We shall become a glorified
municipal council subjeet to the whims
of those in anthority on the other
side of Australia. I think we should get all
the lizht we possibly ean upon this preposal.
When we remember that every one of these
reports is a censored report, it makes the
nosition worse. To mny mind the whole of
democraey is endangered by the proposals
that are heing made, and the danger is all
the greater because those proposals are
never propagated from the platform. If
the people only knew on what they were
being asked to vote, if the proposals were
only given the light of day and the people
then decided to alter the constitution in the
manner indicated, we should have to bow to
the inevilable. T ask that the clear light of
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day be thrown upon these proposals so
that we shall know exactly what the inten-
tion is.  The seed upon which Sovietism
grew has never thrived in Australia. There
are no Siberian mines, no fortress of Peter
and P’aul, no knout. and we have never had
the system of espionage which was and is
s1ill the disgrace of Russia. Uniil we
et oppression of that kind it will be use-
less to talk of casting aside a free and in-
dependent form of government in favour
of some antocratic form which possibly may
become as bad as the Soviet government in
Russia. T do not wish to be unfair in any
way whatsoever. Let me read an extract
from a speech by one of the delegates to
1he congress. He said—

The endeavounr to introduce the Soviet system
into Australin, or any other country that has
advanced along the lines of evolution as we have
done, is like an endeavour to transplant a hothouse
plant into the Antarctioc. So with the communists
in Australia, the Australian Labour Party can have
nothing in common because here there is a vastly
different standard from that of Europe. The com-
munists of Russia are in control there by creating
a system of espionage, which places the system of
espionage under the Czar in the kindergarten.

That is the opinion of a Labour leader.
Yet in face of that we have the objective
and platform as they are to-day. Mr.
Theodore in a very vigorous speech said—
Let them fight in the communist party, but do
not let them come into the Labour Party for that
purpose. White-anting is what it would be. It
ia not necessary to go into the history of what has
been happening in the last two or three years to
spread the Soviet propaganda throughout England
and other countries.
When dealing with amendments to the con-
stitution, we have to consider what is be-
hind these proposals and where they are
likely to lead us. It may be argued that
even if the proposals were carried, we would
still have the conmstitution to prevent them
from being adopted without the will of the
people. That wounld apply under the Com-
monwealth eonstitution but not under the
State constitution. In the Commonwealth,
before the constitution ean be altered, the
proposal must be earried by a referendum.
In the State there is no such provision. In
spite of the fact that the initiative and re-
ferendum has been a plank in almost all
Labour platforms for many years, we find
that the Upper House in Queensland was
aholished, but no initiative and referendum
Bill has yet been prepared. I do not care
whut party may be in power, whether it be
Liberal. Labour or any other party, I would
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not give it full and supreme control in one
House. There is not the slightest doubt
that any party in supreme control without
check ean hold office so long as it likes. Take

" the position of Queensland to-day. I have

alwavs said there are good and bad in ali
parties. The Queensland Government have
a record of good deeds and legislation which
might possibly shame other States, but for
all that the Government of Queensland can
hold office so long as they like. Where a
vote was taken of the whole State, not
one single member was returned in sup-
port of that Government. Yet every election,
the Government, by a redistribution of seats,
managze to retain office. T amn often amused
to hear peny le talking of Rolshevism without
having any idea what it mean=. T helieve the
Roviets in control in Russin are hetter fitted
to conlrol and govern than were the people
they succeeded. 1 give them that eredit. But
1 believe alse, in comomion with a great num-
ber of Labonrites and socialists who have
been to Russia. that the regime there is one
af the eruellest autocracies imaginable, Let
me sugrest what might happen if ail the
second Chambers were abolished and there
was only one Chamber in each State. Time
and fime again have not the people of vari-
ous countries wakened to find the constitu-
tion serapyed? We have nol to go back
very far. The consiitution did not avail in
the case of Mussolini when he wanted to
down the socialists. It did not avail in the
case of the Spanish dictator. [t did not avail
the other day when a general of the Greek
army stepped in and abolished the eonstilu-
tion. We should be very carcful to find out
what is behind this movement for the aboli-
tion of the Upper House.

The Henorary Minister: Did not you on
one accasion iniroduce a Bill for the aboli-
tion of the Upper House?

Hon. J. E. DODD: XNo. 1 have never
been wedded to the franchise of this Cham-
ber. T introduced a Bill for the introduc-
tion of the initiative and referendum. Also,
when an amendment to the Address-in-re-
ply was moved by Mr. Pantcn that the Up-
per House should be abolished, I endeavoured
to get the amendment amended by providing
for the operalion of the other plank of the
party platform. The Upper House shonld
be abolished only when the eonle have a
right to initiate or veto any lcrislation hy
direct vote, \s we go on, T think we shall
find a good deal of alteration will be made
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industrially. I give eredit to every member
of Parlinment for a keen desire to do his
best for the people of the country. If we
possibly can, we want to abolish all the
misery and unhappiness that exists from®
economic canses. In future I believe the work-
ers will secure a very much greater control
of industry than they have to-day. That is
inevitable, and it is wise that it should he
s0. In connection with muiing, there are
many things happening underground and if
the workers had a little more control in some
way or other they could effect many econo-
mies and make things very much helter all
ronnd. I believe the millionaire system
which is now in vogue will come to bg re-
garded with as much bhorror ns is slavery
to-day. To my mind the millionaire is some-
thing that ought never to be allowed o ex-
ist. No man should ever be zllowed to ac-
cumulate money to that exteni. Surely we
can bring about a state of things that will
prevent one man from holding such immense
resources of power and wealth, while many
other men have not enough to eat. Let me
stress how much more might be done by 1he
workers themselves in the dirvection of co-
operation. The Country Party have set a
very fine example in that respeel. They have
shown what can be done by voluntary co-
o) eration in eonnection with the Westralian
Farmers and the Wheat Pool. In America
a good deal of attention is being paid by the
labour unions to the formation of eo-opera-
tive societies and they are being very suceess-
fully conducted. If we directed more atten-
tion te matters of this kind, it might he
better for us. Tn concluding my few re-
marks let me say how mueh I regret the
death of the Hon. J. A, Greig. The late
member was a man of absclately straight-
forward ideas, and I endorse cverything that
has been said about him, I always listened
with interest to his speeches. He made no
pretensions to oratory; what he told us was
told in simple language and had the ring
of sincerity. I am sorry he has passed frowm
us. Let me extend a welcome to his sue-
cessor, Mr., Glasheen. I was glad to note
references in his speech here and in his elee-
tion speeches to the fact that he was for-
merly a member of the Boulder Miners
TUnion. He was a member of the union at
the time T was secretary. 1 am sure the
knowledge and experience that he pathered
on the goldfields regarding union matters
will stand him in good stead here.
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HON, A. BURVILL (South-East) [5.30]:
Before addressing myself to His Excellency’s
Speech, I wish to say a few words regarding
our late member, Mr. Greig, who was my
eolleague. I knew Mr. Greiy from the date
of his entry in Parlisment, and I can en-
dorse every word that has been ubtered with
regard to him. He was a man of transparvent
honesty, and he had a thorongh knowledge
of, and sympathy in the ditliculties altend-
ant on agriculiure in this State. Mr. Gla-
sheen, whom I have known for some time,
will, I feel sure, prove a worthy successor
to Mr. Greig. I desire to corgratulate Min-
isters on the bright outlook and the eptim-
istic tone of the Governor’s Speech, as well
as on the prosperity forecasied. The deficit,
which has been bhanging over Western Auns-
tralia since before the war, is heginning to
disappear. This is to he credited in some
degree to the late Government and the pre-
sent Government, but the main factor in the
almost eomplete disappearance of the an-
nual shortage is the flourishing eondition of
our primary industries, and the good prices
which have ruled for their produets. T am
glad the Government have supported the Al-
bany Woollen Mills by placing with them
orders for Government reguirements. That is
a great gratifieation to the peoyle of Albany.
The mills are running smoothly, and the
manager, Mr, Chambers, has expre:sed him-
self as surprised at the aduptability of the
loeal employees, whe, he says, are picking up
the trade of weaving and spinning cloth far
more quickly than he had arlicipated. At
present the mills have an output of about 40
pieces, or 2,400 vards, per week. They ex-
peet to reach an output of 30 picces, besides
blankets and rugs, before lonz. The quality
is stated to be as good as any ob-
tained in the Fastern States or in
the OId Couniry. The machinery 18
perfeetly up-to-date. The manager has been
informed by tailors that in regard te shrink-
age the jercentage in Albany cloth is less
than in any other ¢loth. The looms have
been made a little larger than usnal for
that partiecnlar purpose. The mills have the
best dyer procurable in England, and use
the best indigo colours that can be
obtained. The Ffollowing unsolicited testi-
monial has been sent from the manager from
Syvdney—

You will be interested to know that Mr. Wilkin-
gon, of the well known firm in Sydney, waa recently
in Western Australia and had the opportunity of

ingpecting your samples, and speaks very highly
of every sample ke saw. As a matter of faot he
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said that, if anything, it waas slightly better value
than any in the Eastern States at present. I am
sure this information will be interesting to you,
espeeiaily as it comes from such a recognised
capable eritic as Mr. Wilkinson.

I trust the business houses of Perth und the
rest of Western Australia will emulate the
Government’s support of local industry. At
present, I am sorvy to say, they are not
doing so to anything like the extent they
shiould.

Hon. T. Moore: 1t is a shame,

Hon, A, BORVILL. According to the re-
port of the Commissioner of Railways, our
railway system shows a considerable m-
provement in management, there being a
surplus of £190,565 after payment of work-
ing expenges and jnterest. Moreover, there
are fewer persons employed now than there
were oti the 30th June, 1921, the respective
numbers being 8,156 and 7,616. The redue-
tion proves conelusively that the railways
are heing better managed than they were
several years ago. One thing I do not like,
however, is that the interest per average
mile amounts to £222, the highest point
reached for a number of vears. I consider
that the interest on the ra:Iways should
not be paid by the users of the railways,
but should be a national responsibility.
The burden 15 too heavy to be borne by the
farmers and miners. Those two classes
cannot pass on the burden, as manufac-
turers, exporters, and imporfers can and
do. Moreover, these latter can secure
special concessions to a greater degree than
the farmers and miners can. The State as
a whole will pwn the railways after interest
and sinking fund pavments are completed.
The railways will not then he owned by the
users, and therefore the State as a whole
should pay the interest.

Hon. H. Seddon: How would you do it?

Hon, A, BURVILL: I am not going to
explain how if is done. It must, however,
be possible, because it is done in other
directions. The users of the railways pay
the interest, while the sinking fund is paid
by the State as a whole. We could easily
transfer the interest in the same way as
the sinking fund has been transferred, and
then we could lessen the burden on the
mining and farming producers by reduction
of freights. At any rate, the speeial land
tax that is heing collected should be
credited to the finances of the Commis-
sioner of Railways. I do not know that it
would not be better to cut the land tax out
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altogether. However, I shall have moro to
say on that later.

Hon. E. I Ifarvis: Duv yeu approve of
the land tax?

Hon. A. BURVILL: Subjeet to certain
limitations. 1 now wish to bring to the
attention of the House the fact that the
railway system is being used for centralisa-
tion purposes, and that special coneessions
have been granted to manufacturers, mer-
chants, and importers and exporters in
Perth and Fremautle. 1 consider that it
would be an advantage to the farmers gen-
erally to raise certain rates and allow the
railways to lower other rates correspondingly
for the benefit of agriculture. I shall prove
this by what is actually occurring now, I
obtained a return with regard to railway
traflic in the lower end of the State, ihe
distriet I live in. This return shows the
tonnage of wheat railed from different
zones for the season 1924-5, and also the
tounage railed from the various stations
and sidings. There was railed to Frewmantle
at points nearer 1o Albany by rail wheat
amounting to 3,312 bushels. The quantity
of wheat railed to Bunbury at points nearer
to Albany was 183,040 bushels. The guan-
tity of wheat railed to Fremantle at points
nearer to Bunbury amounted to 1,035,808
hushels. The total quantity of wheat railed
te Albany was 255,564 bushels.

Fon. V. Hamersiey: Do you mean bushels
or bags?

Hon., A. BURVILL: Bushels. The total
quantity of wheat railed from the distriet
was 1,696,640 bushels. The tolal quantity
of wheat railed to Fremantle that should
have been railed to Albany or Bunbury was
1,244,160 bushels.

Hon. B. H. Harris: What do you mean
by saving that the wheat should bave gone
to other ports?

Hon. A. BURVILL: That they were the
nearest ports.

Hen. E. H. Harris: Then what was the
reason for taking the wheat the rurther
distance?

Hon. A. BURVILL: The reason was that
the merchants wanted to eentralise, and so
economise at the expense of the farmers.
Wagin is 21 miles nearer to Bunbury than
to Albany. Fremantle is 78 miles further
than Bunbury from Wagin. Albany has
an advantage of 57 miles. A point I shall
enlarge on later is that if the Albany-
Newdegate line 15 built, the whole of the
Lake Cirace-Newdegate area will be easily
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within the Albany zone. Now I wish to
point out the differential rates, as 1 call
them, whereby wheat is exported to the
disadvantage of the farmer, and to the
disadvantage of the railways, but to the
advantage of the merchants, whether they
are co-operative merchants or private er-
chants. There is a special overseas grain
rate over the Government railways, For
50 miles it is 8s. 3d. per ton, for 100 miles
it is 10s. 11d., for 150 miles 12s. 6d., for
200 miles 14s. 1d., for 250 miles 15s. 11d.,
for 300 miles 19s., for 350 miles 21s. 6d.,
and for 400 miles 24s. Tt will be
noticed that ihe farther the distance, the
less 15 the rate per ton mile. 1 will
show how that works out in practice. - T
will deal with the sonthern ports. From
Ongerup to Albany is 148 miles. Albany is
the nearest port to Ongerup and the rate
for that distance is 12s. 6d. per ton. If
wheat were railed from Ongerup to Ban-
bury, a distance of 245 miles, the rate rises
to only 15s. 8d. per ton. If the wheat were
railed to Fremantle, a distance of 322 miles,
the rate increases to 20s. 8d. per ton.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Very little Ongerup
wheat goes to Fremantle,

Hon. A. BURVILL: Take Pingrup as
another instance. 1f wheat is railed from
there to Albany, a distance of 175 miles, the
rate per ton is 13s. 4d.; if railed to Bun-
bury, a distance of 215 miles, the rate is
1ds. 7d., while if it is desired to despatch
the wheat to Fremantle, a distance of 296
miles, the rate is 19s. per ton, Then there
is the Lake Grace line. If wheai is taken
trom that centre to Albany, a distance of
292 miles, the rate is 14s. 10d., while if it is
railed to Bunbury, its nearest port, some
201 miles distent, the rate is 14s. 3d. If
the wheat were railed to Fremanile where
most of it went this year—practically a
million bushels were sent to Fremantle—the
railage would be 17s. 9d. over a distanee of
279 miles. If this speeial concession ceased
at the nearest port I could understand the
Commissioner trving to help the farmers,
but it does not do so. As it stands at pre-
sent it enables the merchant, at a price that
cannot pay the railways, to rail the wheat
past two ports in some jnstances. If, how-
ever, the concession ended al the nearest
port, Ongerup wheat railed to Albany would
be charged at the rate of 12s. 6d. per ton,
whereas if railed to Fremantle the railage
charges would be 23s. 3d. per ton. Similarly
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with regard to Pingrup wheat. If it were
ruiled to Fremantle the cost would be 23s. 5d.
instead of 19s. which would be the rate if it
were railed (o its nearest port, Albany. In
the case of Lake Grace, if wheat, instead of
being railed to Bunbury, at a cost of 14s, 3d.
per ton, were railed to Fremantle, the charge
would not be 17s. 9d. but 22s. 2d. Why
should the railways lose money for the
bepefit of wheat buyers? In any event the
farmer has to pay the extra. If he had to
pay all Le should pay, there would be such
an outery that this practice would be stopped
inmediately. 1 hope the Minister will take
notice of this point and that he will take
steps to have the preferential rate system
altered, so that it shall apply only to the
nearest port. I would like to deal with flour
for a few momenis. That commeodity 1s
railed at a lesser rate for overseas purposes
and from Katanning to Fremantle the rail-
age charge is 13s. 4d. per ton, less 1214 per
cent. It ean be railed from Katanning to
Albany at a cost of 1ls. 7d. per ton, less
12% per cent. Albany is 120 miles nearer
to Katanning than is Fremantle, The effect
of the present system is that the Railway De-
partment has been transporting flour over
the extra 120 miles at a charge of 3s. 3d. per
ton. 1 do not think that rate can pay. If
any individual desired to have a bhag of flour
railed to bim over a distance of 20 miles he
would have to pay 2s. Apparently this rate
was provided in order to dodge railing con-
signments to different ports. Katanning
flour passes bhoth Albany and Bumbury, I
want to know if the consmmers of the flour
are getting auy advantage from this position.
Certainly the wheat growers do not, becanse
if the wheat is milled in Fremantle there is
a special rate concession on the wheat,
whereas if . the wheat were milled in Kat-
anning, the farmer would pay railage only
as far as the mill. This special concession
is altogether in favour of the manufacturer
of the flour. As to the position of eonsum-
ers I read a report in the Press last week
stating that in Adelaide the bakers were
charged €13 7s. 6d. per ton for flour; in
Melhourne the charge was £14 5s., and in
Western Australia £15 10s,

Hon. E. H. firay: There is a good ring
here.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Bran and pollard
supplies are required for dairying. I find
according to the Press statement that in
Adelaide the prices of bran and pollard
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range from £7 to £5 1, in Melbourne
from £7 10s. to £8, and in Western Aus-
tralia from £8 10s. to £9. Those prices
showed an inerease of abont £1 per ton.
Of course the Adelaide prices would ap-
pear to be slightly less, but that is because
the price of wheat is less. What 1 want
te know is why the econsumers of flour
and users of bran and pollard should be
charged so much more here than in the
Eastern States. In evidence taken be-
fore the Food Prices Commission it was
shown that less was charged for flonr for
vverseas than on supplies for loeal econsump-
tion. One of the Commissioners asked what
price was being charged on flour for Java,
and the reply was, “From £13 to £13 10s.
per ton f.o.b. Fremantie, which, natonrally,
is below the loeal price, which is £15 5s.”
Mr. Padbury, when giving evidence hefore
the Commission, apparently had a desire to
lelp the farming community because in his
evidence he said that in order to help the
farmers and the State, he wounld charge the
same railway rate for flour and wheat as
for fertilisers. At present Albany is the
port throngh which supplies will be drawn
for the group settlements at Denmark. If
one desired to procure a 8-ton lot of offal
from Katanning, it would cost 11s. 7d. for
freight plus the charge for sheets, equalling
in all 125, per ton. If a consignment of
flour were desired from Katanning for ship-
ment overseas, the charge would be 3s. 3d.
per ton for the extra 120 miles. 'The way
out of the diffieulty that Mr. Padbary pro-
posed was to charge a farthing per mile. I
think the better way would be to have the
wills at the country centres and ship the
flour from the nearest port, in which case
all the offal would be at the mill.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do yon advocate a
State mill?

Hon. A. BURVILL: 1 believe in private
enterprise, but if private enterprise is to
have such concessions in a wholesale fashion,
I think it is about time we had some Statec
enterprises. If a dairyman or anyone pos-
sessing fowls required pollard supplies it
would eost him, if he resided in Albany,
12s. 7d. per ton for lots from a hali-ton
upwards of offal brought from the nearest

mill at Katanning. The charge is 8s. 7d.’

a ton for 10 miles, with a charge of 4s. for
Joading and unloading. The minimom dis-
tance allowed is ten miles. If T desired to
procore a ton of wheat or prist, I would
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Lave to pay 12s, 7d. freight on it for 10
miles, bui if a flour miller desired to rail
a ton of flour to Fremantle instead of to
Albany, for the extra 120 miles he would pay
only 3s. 3d. because the flour would be for
export. The position is ridiculous. The freight
rates applying to smaller consumers call for
eriticism. For instance, there is the potato
grower. If he has a 5-ton truck order he
pays at the rate of 4s, 6d. for 10 miles,
whereas if he has a balf-ton lot only the
charge is 12s. 7d.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You would not expect
them to get it at the same price?

Hon. A. BURVILL: But we do noi ex-
pect such a tremendous difference.  Then
there is the churge of 4s. for loading and
unloading. Very often the farmer loads the
potatoes inte the truek himself, yet he is
charged the 2s. Sometimes he unloads the
truck as well and then be is charged the ex-
tra 25. I have pointed out the effect of cen-
tralisation in the shipping of wheat. In the
interests of the group settlements and of the
dairying indusiry this factor should be
altered. Hon. members will see if they look
at the map that has been displayed on the
wills of the Chamber, that there is a large area
the natural ports of which are Bunbury and
Albany respectively. 'What is the use, there-
fore, of hauling wheat all the way to Fre-
mantle? Then there is the guestion of taxa-
tion and the coneessions on the railways,
Last session we agreed to a land tax. Ex-
emptions were to be taken off and we were
to have the double land tax in return for
which we were to receive special concessions
in the shape of reduced freights. In the
Governor’s Speech it is said that all sections
have received benefits from this reduetion.
Probably they have. In my opinion it is a
very one-eyed affair. The worker comes in
first with £63,000; the merchani, the manu-
facturer and others come second, while the
farmers come practically nowhere.

Hor. J. Ewing: There is nothing left for
them.

Hon. A. BURVILL: In “Hansard” mem-
bers will see that on the 18th December,
1924, the Colonial Seeretary, when moving
the first reading of the Land Tax and Income
Tax Bill, said— )

All users of the railways, whether by means
of the receipt or despatch of goods or as pas-
sengers will benefit by the imposition of this
tax,

At that stage I asked by way of interjection
whether there would be a guarantee that
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freights would be reduced. The Colonial
Secretary replied in the affirmative. I am
glad that the Colonial Secretary used the
word “imposition.”” It did not appear so
apparent to me then as it does now. Great
pains were taken in both Houses to prove
that it was to the interest of farmers, par-
ticularly the producing farmers, to have a
land tax. However, [ now consider that
we were sold a pnp. We shall not be found
quite so gullible if an attempt be made lo
perform the operation again.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Then chloroform will
have to be resorted to next time.

Hon. A. BURVILL: I wish to say a word
abont the bottle brush country in Albany
and other distriets. Some wvears ago a land
development connniltee started experiment-
ing on that country, the neecssary money be-
ing advanced by the Government. The first
experiment having been hrought to a certain
stage, the land was put up for sale and the
money advanced by the Government was re-
couped to them. The Government still hold
some of that country, and I think the Lands
Department use it as a paddock for their
horses.

Hon. T. Moore: Is that in the town of
Albany?

Hon. A. BURVILL: Yes. Since then
further experiments were tried outside of
Albany, and the work was extended to Mar-
bellup, on the Great Southern. However,
the experiments were never econclusively
proved, although it was proved that such
land could grow good pgrass and was val-
uable in other ways, but that machinery
would be required to do the work economi-
cally, It was also proved that certain fer-
tilisers, such as basie slag, were of no use
on that land, and it worked out that the
best grasses were clovers. It was never
determined how many acres would be re-
guired to make a farm of that land. The
matter was handed over to the Agricultural
Department, and it is now for them to prove
that point. 1 am glad to see they are car-
rying on with the King River secetion, but
T am sorry the Marbellup experiment
has been allowed to lapse. Only last week
I saw there clovers doing splendidly. Lotus
major, 2ft. long, with stalks as thick as
one’s finger, was growing amongst the
serub. It is a pity the experiment should
he allowed to iapse. The land development
eommittee started well, but in this, as in
many other matters conneeted with group
settlement, we want a praetical man in
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charge. We cannot expect the Director of
Agriculture to look after cotton in the north,
gronp setflements in the south and the
wheat helt in the east, If there be anything
more than another wanted in this State,
it is a praectical man to take charge of all
agriculture in the South-West. The Sonth-
West will never prosper through the atten-
tions of the Agrieultural Department until
such a man is appointed. It is all very well
to have pig experts, and dairy experts and
fruit experts, hut we want a practical man
to take charge of the whole business. At
Mt. Barker a commitiee has been formed
to go in for fleld demonstrations at which all
the theories put up by the Agrienltaral
Department’s experts arve tried out hefore
being given a wider application. The diffi-
culty lies in getting experts who have made
their livings by the methods they advise other
people to adept. I am not surprised at the
majority veport of the Royal Commission
on group settlement. There is in it very
little eonstructive criticism.

Hon. T. Moore: In what constructive way
does the minority report differ from it%

Hon, A. BURVILL: The majority re-
port starts out with a recommendation that
group settlements should be suspended.
When a man is suspended, generally that is
an cend to him.

Hon. J. R. Brown: 1f suspended by a piece
of rope, it is.

Hon. A. BURVILL: The group settlers
in the Denmark distriet have heen very un-
easy since they read in the newspaper an
outline of the majority report.

Hon, T. Moore: That was the newspaper
report, hefore ever the Cownmission’s report
was issued.

Hon. A, BURVILL: The uneasiness be-
gan after the majority and minority reports
were published in the Press.

Hon. T. Moore: The report shows that
those group secttlers were nneasy when
we were down there.

Hon. A, BURVILL: T think those who
signed the majority report have been a little
nneasy themselves. What they should have
said was that group seltlement should be,
not suspended hut developed. There was no
talk ahout suspending activities on the wheat
belt.

Hon. T. Moore:
that before.

Hon. A. BURVILL: But there was the
same dolorous, pessimistie tate about send-
ing people out into the wheat hbelt to starve.

I think we have heard
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There is now no cry of stopping work on the
wheat helt, The same people who cried out
ahout the Eastern wheat bdelt in the early
days now want to bave group settlement
abandoned in order that they may get out to
the Bastern wheat belt,

Hon. T. Moore: Of whom are you speak-
ing?

Hon. A. BURVILL: Another point: they
are still asking that the debt: due to the
1.AB. by the farmers of (e eastern wheat
helt he reduced, and that railways and set-
tlement be extended further out through the
belt. | wish they would adopt the same
aftitude lowards group setllement.  Mr.
Holines admitied that there i= good land in
the South-West. Fyidently the interest he
showed in the Peel Estate nas taken him
further south into the group siitlewent ecoun-
iry, and he has heen converted to the idea
that we have good land down there.

Hon. T. Moore: The Group Settlement
Commission’s report shows thad.

Hon. A. BURVILL: When Mr. Angwin
read the Commission’s report lie said “Group
settlement shall continue.” The majority re-
port put up certain recommendations, one
being for training camps and clearing hy
piece work.

Hon. T. Moore:
that also.

Hon. A. BURVILL:
lows:—

The minerity report has
It reads ns fol-

That group membership be confined to set-
tlers who have passed through a period of
preliminary training.

That for the purpose of providing training

for settlers, group areas in each distriet be
conducted as training camps while the farms
are being prepared, and that the Imperial
Government be invited to approve of suech
camps as training farms under the new agree-
ments.
In the minority report there is the same re-
comniendation. What I ask is whether the
Commission went into the financial side of
this proposal, the practieabilitv of establish-
ing training camps? Would if not be more
expensive than the allowance husiness?

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must ask quesiions through the Chair.

Hon, A. BURVILL: Then I ask you, Sir,
to consider would it not be far better that
those group settlers should be placed on their
groups under a system more economical than
would be the establishing of costly training
camps? What would be done in those camps?
Are the men to be trained sz farmers, or
trained to clear, or trained to milk cows,
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and how long is it going to take? In my
opinion this training of the migranis should
be done in the Old Country. The initial
blunder in respeet of group seitlement was
that the men were not properly selected in
Great Britain. It is fairly evident that the
migrants should go through some process of
zelection and training, and that the Mother
Country  should accept the whole of
the responsibility and guarantee to send
us only men who are fitted for farm
work, 1 cannot see how the establish-
ing of training camps ouf here is going
to be less expensive than the present
method. "There should be soine hetter method
ot selection of our own people also. Appar-
entlv just now any married man applying
{o go on a group settlement is given a chance,
very often because the appiicant is out of
work. Tf would be far better to select only
those likely to adapt themselves to farming.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Before tea I was
speaking about training campsg. The actual
training of group seftlers who come from
the Old Country must be givern in the Old
Country, and Great Britain must take the
responsibility. It is not right that men
should be trained out here, because of the
expense involved. There is another question
which makes it far more important that they
should be trained in England. It is notiee-
able that a certain nummber of migrants have
lett the groups of their own accord chiefly
becanse they were not adapterl to the work.
When this happens we get n lot of people
who are a drug on fhe labour market.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Could they be given
suitable training in the Old Country?

Hon. A. BURVILL: It is not so much
the training that is reqnired, as the selection,
Tt is the personal equation and the adapt-
ability of farming that chiefly matter, That
could easily be remedied in the Old Country,
especially if the Government sent Tlome an
officer to assist in the selection of migrants.
Tt wouid be betier to do that than to bring
people out here and then find they are not
adaptable to the work and are likely to
hecome a drug on the Tabour market. If Aus-
tralians do not turn out to be suitable as
group settlers, we do not increase our diffi-
enlties, because they are not the same as new
arrivals. Not everyone will make a farmer.
Some people would not do so if they were
placed in the Garden of Eden.
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Hon. V. Hamersley: ‘They do not knoiw it
nntil they try it.

Hon. A. BURVILL: We do not want too
many people coming out lLere to try at the
Government expense. Something has been
said about group forewen noi having power
to dismiss unsatisfactory sclilers. 1f a man
is not amenable to discipline and defies his
foreman, the foreman is placed in an in-
vidious position. Settlers of this charseter
should be put on to piecework, If they are
unwilling to do that work, the bust thing they
can do is to get out altogether, I do mnot
know whether the Commission observed
it, but in the Denmark district there is
the genesis of a  very good method
Tor group seitlers. [ notice that sinee Mr.
Angwin took charge of the scheme a cer-
tain number of the group settlers are al-
lowed to keep a cow. They are also en-
gaged in getting their gardens going. That
is a good system of training. With regard
to the question of piecework versus day
work, I fail to see how any other method
than the present could have been adopted.
1t is the best method up to a certain point.
The settlers have to be trained in some way,
and training camps would be more expensive
than the present system. They should be
paying for their own tuition. If they
are placed onder a foreman to ring timber,
to grub, or burn off for a month or two
under sustenance, they can then be put on
to piecework in twos, threes, or fours, as
the case may be. I think this would be the
hest method. I am altogether opposed to
the clearing of land by piecework at the
liands of gangs of clearers. We could not
get enough experienced men for the work,
and it would be just as expensive as the
present system, if not more so. The clear-
ing of wheal land is altogether different.
When a man takes up a wheat farm it does
not greatly matter whether or not he knows
anything about clearing. In the South-
West, as in Gippsland, every man settled
on timber country bas to know something
about the methods of clearing. The only
way in which the Britisher or the Austra-
ilian can learn is to be given training at it,
and that training ear best be given under
group foremen first on the sustenance basis
and then on the contract basis. T take
strong exception to the reference in the
majorily report to the wives of British
migrants. We are told that all this evidence
was based on fact. T do not disbelieve that,
but T maintain that when a man is looking
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for facts he should not look for them on
one side only. In this instance I hardly
think enough was brought forward for the
otlier side. In support of this view I
should like to read an extract from the min-
ority report as follows:—

[ ecannot endorsc the pessimistic references

to the wives of immigranis. The part played
by the women in the development of the scheme
is an important one and, in most instances,
they have taken kindly to their new life in
the Western Australian bush,
The Commission’s report will be cireulated
everywhere, including the Old Country, and
for that reason both sides should have been
dealt with. I have not been on all the
groups. . Before the Premier went to Eng-
land he visited certain groups at Denmark
in company with Mr. Angwin. I was with
them for part of the time. We visited
Group 116, which is one that was organised
Ly Colonel Neweombhe in the Old Country.
He came out specially to see how it was
getting on. He wanted to know the condi-
tions under which the people were working,
and if they had any complaints. The party
saw the wives as well as the settlers on that
group, which is sitnated 35 miles from Den-
mark. There were 105 ehildren on the group
and 20 or 22 families, Nowhere was
there any complaint. Both the Premier and
Mr. Angwin addressed the gathering of set-
tlers, but all they said they wanted was a
school, a railway, a telephone service and
a few other facilities of that kind.

Hon. T. Moore: Had Group 116 been
there long? )

Hon. A. BURVILL: It has been there 12
months.

Hon. T. Mogre: How long had it been
there on the oeccasion of your visit?

Hon. A, BUURVILL: I alse wish to refer
to Group 114, which was established shortly
before that.

Houn. T. Moore: It had just arrived, Of
course there were no complaints.

Hon. A. BURVILL: The member for Al-
bany (Mr. A. Wansbrough) Lappened to ve
at Denmark at the {ime. The wife of one
of the migrants had ascertuined that she
conld get a ecow at Denmark on certain terms,
and had walked in 22 miles to secure the
animal. She wanted the cow, fo lessen her
expenses on the group. She had ¢come from
a place in England where things were very
different from what she was then pgoing
through. She also wanted a crosseut saw.
Mr. Wansbrough happened to have one and
sent it out to her. The next day this lady
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walked back to the group leading the cow
and carrying the crosseut saw. She bad 11
children. During the 12 months, in addition
to the clearing that was being done under
the group system, she and her children had
cleared 14 acres of their own particular
bluek. When we read the contents in the
majority report concerning the wives of these
settlers we must come to the conclusion thal
there are some faects to be brought forward
on the other side. 1 take strong exception
to the discourtesy that has been shown to
these courageous wives. I admit the influ-
ence of the wives is conducive to keeping
a man on or off the land. These settlers are
tota] strangers to the country, and, consider-
iny the isolation of their surroundings, I con-
sider that the spirit most of them display
should have been referred to in the majority
report. I had expected that certain recom-
mendaiions would have been made in the
report, but I cannot find them. The first
surprise I bad was to find nothing was
said about the side lines, which must have
a great bearing upon group seitlement. I
refer to small orchards, potato and onion
growing, etc. In their journeys around the
groups [ should have thought members of
the Commission would have visited some
settlers who were on similar Jand to find ount
bow they got on, and how they managed to
pass through the initial stages of settlement.

Hon. T. Moore: We asked you to show us
men who were making good a! dairying in
the distriet, but you could not do it.

Ilen. A, BURVILL: I pointed out quite
a number.

Tlon. T. Moore: Dairying?

Hon. A, BURVILL: The ounly one the
Commission waunted to exawmine was the
man who was making money out of dairy-
ing only, and on karri land. I could find
only one. What I wanted the Commission
to ohserve was the manner in which these
men had made good, and [ pointed to quite
a number. The Commission saw their land,
but there is no reference to this in the
report. I agree with what JMr. Willmott
said the other night, that these settiers
should have small orchards and should go
in for side lines. There is not the slightest
doubt that the main kew to group settle-
“ment is the eow. and the next key is the
silo. Then the question of transport is of
the greatest importance, and in the
minority repert we see very little about it,
whilst in the majority report there is noth-
ing said about silos. A redecming feature

[14]
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of the minority report is the short reference
to silos.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Have the Government
advanced money for silos on these hold-
ings?

Hon, A. BURVILL : The Government
have never suggested it. I desbre to show
that the Commission had evidence enough
ahout the value of silos. Mr. Kingdow, the
loeal Agricultural Bank inspector, said in
answer 1o a question that to farm success-
fully was to conserve the feed when the
growth of grass was good. Mr. Flay, a
supervisor at one of the group settiements,
wave his experience at Denmark. He said—

With silos and the conservation of fodder it

should be pessible to use in n more economical
manger the stuff that is grown. The land un-
doubtedly improves by stocking.
Take another successful farmer—there are
not many of them at Denmark. Mr. Frank
Bayley, who has been farming there for 12
years, was asked by Mr. Lutham whether
he thought that silos were essential in that
district, and his reply was—

Ultimately every hill farm must have one.
The cows eannot be maintained in full milk
without a silo. By this wmeans it should be
possible to milk the cows all the year round.
Lueerne will grow on the best land, and this,
with ensilage, should see the farmer through.
Later on he was asked whether he was
satisfied with the prospects of dairying in
the district and he replied—

It is the cheapest dairying couniry avail-
able for the man with small capital. A man
conld make a living with 10 first-class cows
and pay interest on £1,000. He should be able
te build up gradually to a herd of 20 cows.
Yet on that evidence, and evidence that
might bave heen got elsewhere, we do not
see auy mention in the report about the
conservation of fodder. Throughout West-
ern Australia silos are needed. They are
required in the wheat belt and in the South-
West, more than in any other place in the
Commouwealih. They are required beeause
the rain falls mostly in those periods of
the vear when we bave a great nbundance
of fodder for the stock and does not fall
when fodder is needed. It has been found
in the wheat helt just as much as in the
South-West that to farm properly and
economieally, and te get the hest out of
the land, it is necessary to have silos. The
apex of the rainfall is in July; in Gipps-
land it is in Oectober. Even in Gippsland
farmers are now constructing silos. I fully
expected that the Commizsion would have
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gone to the Bunbury butter factory and
got some information there about the pro-
gress of dairying. In iils early stages that
institution struggled because the farmers
would not take on dairying. Now the factory
is turning out 17 tons of butter per week in
the season. Farmers, however, still cling
to their side lines, potatoes and so on. The
Commission could have got a great deal of
valunable evidence there as to how those
tarmers that are supplying the Bunbury
factory with eream have progressed.

Another place to which they might have
devoted some attention was that of Mr,
Maleolm, of Wagin. JMr. Maleolm has a herd
of prize cows. He is in a dry disiriet and
does not possess the hest wheat Jand. He
has the requisite silos and many people are
continually visiting his place in the hope
of being able to follow his example. He
nas proved that it i possible to keep his
cows in milk all the vear round with the
aid of silos, and he is never short of feed,
but ean provide the stock with sucenlent
fodder all the year round. Hijs neighbour,
Mr. Austin Piesse, is doing the same thing
as regards sheep. He has silos built and

has found out that he gets a better per-

centage of lambs and ean carry more sheep
to the aere. TInstead of discouraging people
in the manner that they did, and saying
that dairying was drudgery, ihe Commis-
sjon should have given more encouragement
to the people on the groups and drawn
their attention to the value of silos and to
the proper methods of cultivation. Those
people could also have heen told fhat Iater
on they might have been able to secure
milking machines, the introduection of which
have eliminated to & considerahle extent
the drudgery associated with dairying. Mr.
Maleolm has a milking plant on his place.
It cost him about £120. T do not sav that
we shonld seeure milking machines for the
group scttlers in the early stages, but it
was due to the Commission to point out
that dairying was not all drudgery, and
that it was possible to advance in the
manner that Mr. Maleolm had done.

Hon. J. R. Brown : Milking machines
spoil the cows.

Hon. A. BURVILL : Not when the
machines are properly understoed. A man
has to be trained to use these machines
correctlv, and then the old method of milk-
ing cows from before daylight until dark
can he done away with. In aristocratie
ianguage we might say that with the milk-

[COUNCIL.)

ing machines it is possible to extraet the
lacteal flutd from the female of the hovine
species. The Commission might have
recommendert the erection of a conerete
silo in the cheapest way possible on each
group settler’s holding. I ain glad that the
minority repori said something about silos
because they will play a great part in the
ultimate suecess of dairving.  Another
matter | would like to mention in connee-
tion with the minority report iz the neces-
sity for a telephone serviee,

The PRESIDEXT: I dv not think the
hon. memhber in the time at his disposal is
justified in going over every detail in the
report with which he does not agree.

Hon, A. BURVITLL: Tt is inportant that
there should he telephone enmmunication
with the gronps. Ar, Harris, when giving
evidence, pointed out the wrgeney of this in
the event of sickness, and he added that at
Group 116 there were 105 children. T know
that this is a Commonwealth matter, bt I
would like the Minister to find out why the
promise that was made that a telephone
would he supplied, has not been Ffulfilled.
Last summer Senator Graham took up the
matter with the Commonwaealth Government,
hut the Iatter now ask the State Government
{o subsidise the service to the tune of abont
£500. T should like to know whether there
is any truth in that. Another point that
was missed by the Commission was that re-
lating to transport. There are two groups
composed of migrants from Cornwall and
Devon who have been on the land for 12
months. Thev are in need of railway com-
munication. The vailway has been aunthor-
ised but no attempi has heen made to con-
struet 1. Some members complain of rail-
ways being built to certain places, and not
to where farmers were carting wheat for a
distance of 22 miles. I would like members
to view the position of group settlers as the
Commission found it., especially at Group
116 at Denmark. Mr. Harris, when ex-
amined, said—

We want railway communieation in order
to relieve us of the high transport charges,
which now amount to 3s. 10d. per ewt. I hear
the rate has now gone up to 4s, 6d. This eats
up a lot of our £3 a week sustenance. The
road iz partly made to within two miles of
the camp, hut the officials stop at that, It
has taken us two days and two nights to hring
provisions from the Nornalup-road. Some-
times one man is engaged in this work every
day in the week. One individual did nothing
during last winter but transport thines that
we necded for the group. We have had to
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earry poods as far as 14 miles. My monthly
charges for carting would pay for my groceries
for a week, It costs 28s. 3d. plus cartage for
1561lbs. of flour.

Later on he stated, *With one or two excep-
lions, we are all satistied.” ThLe supervisor
had something to say about fransport as
Tollows:—

15 the scheme charging 4s. 6d. per ewt. for
transport to group 1167—The cost is 25, 6d.
per won per mile.

Earlier in my remarks I spoke abount flour
being carried 120 miles for 3s, 3d. The cost
to the group settlers to get a bag of flour
from Denmark, after paying the charges to
Denmark, is 5s. per bag, Yet the majority
report says not a word about the Denmark
railway heing extended so that those group
settlers could free themselves from this
enormous additional cost. How can we ex-
pect group settlers to pay theit inferest or
anything else wien they have become estab-
lished unless the railway is built? Another
surprise is that the majority report says
nothing about drainage. I fully expected
that members from the wheat belt would have
taken notice of the water diffienlty, because
in their distriets the problem is to couserve
water. They pointed out that some areas
would be useless unless drained, but they
said nothing ahout draining the country be-
fore it was settled. In their general remarks
reference was made to one place in the
South-West that needed drainage, and the
Commission doubted whetler the land would
stand the exira £1 per acre for drainage. If
the land is of any quality at all, there should
Le no difficulty about its standing that cost
for drainage. At Herdsman’s Lake it is
costing £100 per acre to drain the land. If
railway facilities are given to the group
seltlers, if the piecework system is intro-
duced and the men are permitted to clear
the land under contract after having received
certain instruction, there is a chance of sue-
cess. Group settlement is certainly a far
anieker way of breaking up the South-West
land than was the old individual system.
There is an enormous market within the
State for the produce of the groups. The
State last year imported £1,075,000 of pro-
duee that eould have heen grown in the
South-West. Butter represented £539,000,
which was an increase of £33,000 over the
previous year. Bacon and hams, £217,000,
also showed an inerease. Onions to the value
of £23,000 were imported. There is no reason
why group settlers should not have, say
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half an acre under omions so long as they
are near the railway. Some people argue
that it 1s unnecessary for group settlers to
he near a railway; they maintain that motor
transport would be sufficient. That eonten-
lion is altogether erroneous. All the men
who are doing well on that class of land are
within five miles of a railway. Plenty of
men who have started on small side lines
grow nearly all their own needs and have
a surplus to sell, and gradually they are
working up to the stage when they can keep
cows and make them their mainstay. Jams,
fruits and jellies can be produced by group
settlers, Last year £140,000 worth was im-
ported. Fruit and vegetables in liquid to
a value of £G1.000 were imported. The
group settlers should supply that demand.
Given a railway, the department should act
as the transporler from the producer to the
consumer, almost wifhout any agents. In
South Afrieca there is in vegue a system
that is being adopted here, and which
I think might well be applied to group
settlers, as it would prevent them from
getting into debt while they were waiting
for their cows to reach the profitable stage.
That is the C.0.D. system. I recommended
that system {o the ex-Minister for Railways,
Mr. Scaddan, and hc referred it to the
Commissioner. As a result we seeured the
flat rate of 1s. id. per ease on fruit, but it
did not touch vegetables and other lines.
Later un the present Minister enforced it in
regard to merchandise, but T would like to
see it applied to vegetables. In South
Africa the outback farmer is often 1,000
mniles or more away, bul he eonsigns his pro-
duce to the town, say Durban. It is ad-
dressed to the consignee, to whom it is de-
livered by the railway authorities, and the
congignee pays the cost, freight and com-
mission. The money is transmitted to the
station-master whence the prodnee was econ-
signed, and the producer reeeives the pro-
ceeds minus fhe freight and eommission.
The system has been working so well in
Saouth Africa that lately the commission on
perishable produce

such a5 fruit, jam,
ete., has been reduced. [ wish some-
thing conld be done by our Railway

Department to compensate for the land
tax imposed upon producers last year.
It would be a great help to the group
settlers if they could get into eom-
munication with workers in Perth or Fre-
mantle, and conzign their produce direct to
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them. Lt would obviate the ditticulty created
Ly motors Luking Iralle Irowm the railways,
because the rwmiways could have their own
vans o deliver the produce. Lf would get
rid of the agents; the produce would be
tresh when it reached the consumer; the pro-
ducer would he sure of his market and
would know exactly what price he was going
to get.

hion. J. W. Kirwan: That system would
take a good deal of organising.

Hon. A, BURVILL: We have South
Africa to give us a guide.

The Honorary Minister: A lot of that is
being done now.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You would still have
the middle-man.

Hon, A. BURVILL: 1 was surprised that
the Royal Commission did not refer to tie
fact that the whole of the group setilers
so far comprised moneyless men. the Com-
mission propose that the Staie should mark
time in the matter of group settlement. I
think it would be a fine thing if we could
get migrants with capital. They could come
from eounties and form groups of their
own. If such men settled amongst money-
less men, their presence would be very help-
ful to the State. There is no reason why
we should not get men of capital to settle
on our land.

Hon, J. Duffell: It sounds very well.

Hon. A, BURVILL: I have made inguir-
ies from settlers bailing from the Old Coun-
try, and more than one has informed me
that men of capital would cerfainly be pre-
pared to settle here, but that they would
want good land near to a railway. If the
Denmark line were extended, there would
be plenty of good land available. If we
could get moneyed men fo settle there, the
only safeguard that the State need impose
would be o require them to bring the land
to a productive stage.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What about the Den-
mark seftlers?

Hon. A. BURVILL: They had very little
money. That land, at £20 per acre, was too
high. They had had no experience of farm-
ing or finaneing, and what with interest on
the borrowed money and land rent, they lost
heart.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: One would have
thought some of them would be suecessful.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Some have been sue-
cessful.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Very few.

[COUNCIL.j

Hon. A, BURVILL: The report of the
Commission shows that some have heen sue-
cessful. T admit that there have been a
good many failures among the Denmark set-
tlers, but there are reasons for it. Dlenty of
men settled along the Denmark line are mak-
ing good for the reason that they are close
to a railway. Many of them had a certain
amount of eapital, and Llave heen able
gradually to work their way up, Hardly
any of them are on the Agricultural Bank.
I consider that the Denmark line should be
extended at once. Af the end of the railway
is the tingle-tingle forest, which should be
reserved up to an area of 7,000 acres. On
the edge of the forest are thousands of acres
of tingle-tingle and karri that eould be pro-
fitably milled. There is a big demand for
timber; the price of hardwood is high, and
if this timber were milled by private or
State enterprise, the freights accruing from
it wonld pay the working cost of the line
and provide work for group and other set-
tlers in the district. That forvest of tingle-
tingle should be worked as soon as possible.
The trees are over-matured by hundreds of
years. The sooner the old forest is cut out
and a new forest allowed to come up, the
better. The asset is a wasting asset, though
it does not waste very quickly. The trees
should be brought to profit for the State as
speedily as possible. T am pleased to learn
from the Governor’s Speech that refores-
tation has emerged from the experimental
stage. There has been mueh talk about
forestry for many vears in Western Aus-
tralia, but nothing has been done yet. So
far as I know, dedication of forests is not
yet an accomplished faet. The forests are
one of our finest assets. Our railway system
gets more revenue out of the forests than
out of any other one industry. On account
of the heavy wheat harvest it might be
thought that railway earnings from wheat
were pgreatest, but the position is otherwise.
Aeceording to the retnrns the earnings of
the department from wheat were £393,253,
whereas those from timber were £404,200 odd.
The average haul of timber, moreover, was
only 7134 miles, while that of wheat was
131 miles. Onr forests should he defined
permanently. With regard to pine planta-
tion, as long as I can recollect there has been
in the Albany Lands Office a plan marked
#Pine plantation.” There is only one State
of the Commonwealth which has native pine
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—Queensland. A report recently made by
Mre. Gremiing states—

Previous to the war Queensland supplied her
own softwood requirements, and was able to
export several million superficial feet per an-
num to other States. Now the demand has ex-
cceded the supply, and Queensland will import
& greater quantity of softwood every year.
Fortunately, as will be shown later, there is
every prospect of securing our requirements
—at an ever-inercasing cost, however—from
overseas for many yvears to come, though not
indefinitely. Against the threatened shortage
of overseas supplies in the future we must
prepare, and the only possible methed is by
establishing plantations. Unless we make a
serious effort to foreecast the future situation
and to meet that situation, we will fail in our
duty.

The reporl from which I fuote continnes—

Saouning the position up, Awvstralia should
be able to secure her softweod rcquirements
for at least 30 years from the West Coast of
United States of Ameriea and Canada. Mr.
Gremning points out the possible necessity of
the Commonwealth Government embarking on
a planting scheme so that Australia’s require-
ments may be produced most ecomomieally by
growing the most desirable species over large
areag of localities most suited to their develop-
ment. What has Australia done to date? The
figures giving areas of plantations are very
depressing reading:—New South Wales, 3
square miles; Vietoria, 21 square miles:
Queensland, 2 square miles; South Australia,
40 square miles; Western Auvstralia, 2.5 square
miles; total, 7314 square miles, During the
year 1922-23 seven square miles were laid
down., The area we should plant annually to
meet our future requirements is 40 square
miles.

ALk, Barker last year sent away 100,000 odd
export cases of fruit, and probably sold
over 100,000 cases loeally. 1 speak of the
partienlar eentre of Mt. Barker, without re-
ference to the fruit prowing distriets in its
immediate neighbourhood. There is no rea-
son why Mt. Barker should not do as Tas-
mania has done, and increase its sales of
fruit to a million cases. Tt means that in-
side 30 years considerable quantities of soft
wood will have to be imported. According
fo Mr. Grenning’s report, softwood is going
up and will continue to go up. Unless we
plant our own pines, we shall have to pay
very dearly for softwood. Tn TFrance many
vears ago pine trees were planted in the
drift sand on the coastal areas, for the pur-
pose of stopring the drift. The Pinus pin-
aster, which was planted, has not only
stopped the drift, but has turned out a re-
venue-producing asset. We have thousands
of acres all along our coast line, better soil
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than that on which pine was planted in
France, and in all that couniry we should
plant Pinus pinaster or Pinus insignis. Pine
will grow anywhere around Albany. Nearly
everyone there has pines planted. The mild
climate of Albany suits the pine. Mr., Kes-
sell, the Conservator of Foresls, recognises
this fact. There would be no diffienlty ac
Albany in getting a plantation of 10,000
acres of pine growing at once. So far as I
know, the ¥orests Department is the only de-
partment well in funds—indeed, it has a big
surplus. I hope that when pine plantations
start, Albany will not be forgoften. With
regard to the earriage of fertiliser I omitted
to say that I consider the fertilizer, wheat,
flonr, and grain rates should be so adjusted
that shipments will go to the nearest port.
If that is done, the day is not far distant
when we shall have fertiliser works not only
at Fremuntle, but also at Geraldton, Bun-
bury, Albany, and Esperancc. The special
fertiliser rate represents a great drain on the
railways, especially when the fertiliser is car-
ried over long distances. Once the Railway
Department | ersuade the wheat buyers to
ship wheat at the nearest port, wheat grow-
ing will increase around every port, with the
result that the demand for fertiliser, which
is also used in potato growing, grass growing,
and dairying, will so increase as to afford
suflicient inducement tor the establishment of
fertiliser works at various centres. At pre-
gent the average haul of ferliliser is 147%
miles. In the case of Ceraldion fertiliser
at the cheap rate has to travel over about
300 miles. This season, while the fertiliser
was going to Geraldton, the wheat was travel-
ling in the same direction. Yet fertiliser is
supposed to he carried at a cheap rate, be-
cause it represents back loading. There was
no back loading in that instance, as the wheat
and the fertiliser were going in the same
direction. And the very same thing obtained
at Bunbury and Albany, I may mention that
in Albany half a ton of fertilizer to the acre
is used for potato growing. To show how
wheat is centralised, I need onlyv say that the
average haul of wheat for this year was 139
miles.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Who has been re-
sponsible for the wheat not going te Bun-
bury and Alhany, as you say? You eannot
blame the Government for it.

Hon. A, BURVILL: Mr. Baxter will dis-
cover that if certain differential rates, and
certain matters conneeted with the raflways,
were altered, wheat buyers would be per-
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suaded to ship wheat at the nearest port. A
special coneession is given by the Railway
Department to help buyers to ship wheat and
flour at one port. The prouf that that is
being done is to be found in a eomparison
belween the 139 miles average baul for
wheat and the 147 miles average haul for
fertibser. I trust that next season the Rail-
way Depatiment will not ¢hut down on fer-
iiliser in certain areas where it is being used
for top dressing, ‘T'hete is a special conces-
sion for potato growing arcas, which can
rail their fertiliser any time of the year. In
the wheat growing arens, however, fertiliser
can be taken as back loading up to a certain
date only. In parts of the Wojonup distriet,
where a great deal of whest used to be
grown, the farmers are going out of wheat
into sheep and grass, and are top-dressing
heavily. They do not want ihe fertiliser for
top dressing at the same time as the wheat
is moved. Special arrangements should be
made by which these people will be able to
get their fertiliser when they want it. Now
T wish to say someihing about proposed rail-
ways and decenfralisation and develoj:ment.
A fortnight age I asked for a return of rail-
ways authorised since 1896. T have the re-
turn here, thoueh I will not read the whole
of it. In the last 30 years 5Y railways have
been authorised. So far as the port of Al-
bany is concerned—1 am going fo let other
hon. gentlemen speak for Geraldton and Es-
perance—

The PRESIDENT: Ilon. members. ‘They
may be gentlemen for all that.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Tive of those rail-
ways were passed, though not all con-
structed, for the Albany zonc: Katanning-
Kojonup, 33 miles, £44,000; Katanning-
Nyabing, 3734 miles, £80,513; Tambellup-
Ongerup, 531% miles, £149,526: Nyabing-
Pingrup, 21%% miles, £91,373; Albany-Den-
mark, Nornalup seection, 33 miles, £197.500.
That railway has not bheen started yet
although T would point out that the railway
from Bridgetown to Jarnadup has been
startel for some considerable time. Tt
means that in those 30 years there have
been 186 miles of railway built in those
parts, ecosting £355,000 >dd. The total
mileage of railways built in the State dur-
ing the 30 years was 2,679, the agprezate
cost heing £8,417,08%. Thus, in the sounth-
ern c¢nd of the provinee there has heen
spent.in A0 vears slightly over £500,000 as
arainst £8,000,000 spent In other parts of
the State. As to the railways on which
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the £8,000,000 was spent, they have been
g0 constructed and so managed that nearly
the whole of the benefits acerue to the
centres of Perth and Fremantle. When it
comes to a consideration af our harbours
we find that Albany bas heen neglected in
the same way. During the past 30 years
£2,471,000 has been spent in the Fremantle
harbour, while a{ Geraldton £77,000 has
been spent, in Bonbury £319,000, and in
Albany £163,000. In Fremantle they spent
as much money in trying to make a dock
as they spent altogether on the Ueraldton
and Albany harbour works.

Hon. . H. Gray: Anyhow, that was a
long time ago.

Hon. A, BURVILL: But it was a need-
less waste of money. So long ago as 1908
# motion was passed in this House at the
instance of Mr. Kirwan. The motion set
out that the doek at Fremantle should not
e construected. The motion was passed
by 13 votes to six, hut the Government
went on with it. Half a million pounds
was spent in making a hole.

Hon. J. R. Brown. Now I suppose they
will want some water to put in the hole.

Hon. A. BUCRVILL: Yet they ave asking
for a dock again! I would point out to
those hon, members who are bringing for-
ward that request that they ecan ask for
many things in eonnection with their bar-
bour on which the money could be better
spent. They counld also spend that money
hetter in developing the outside country in
the shape of construeting railways or some
other useful work even in their own pro-
vinee. T suggest to them that they should
erect n cooling shed for the bhenefit of, for
instanee, the Bridgetown fruit growers.
The Bunbury harbour is not the best for
shipping fruit, and until it is put in proner
order I suggest to them that instend of
putting up new grain sheds, they should
agree to the proposal to erect a coaling shed
at Fremantle so that the fruit growers may
e able to have their fruit shipped in betfer
condition. I have a few figures to indieate
the districts that have been served to the
greatest extent as a result of this expendi-
ture. Of the benefits accrued from 8%
millions spent on railways, about half a
million comes into Albany. A certain
amount goes to Bunbury but, as T said
earlier in my statement. the railways are
go used that thev do not run into, for in-
stance, Bunbury. A lot from Geraldton
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and from the goldfields areas pass through
to ¥remantle.

Hon. G. Potter: That is why we want
harbour extension there.

Hon. A BURVILL: Of the 3% million
pounds spent in this State on harbour
works, 214 millions has been in the inter-
ests of Fremantle.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That was because it
Was necessary.

Hon. A. BURVILL : Under the opera-
tions of the Lands Department, £6,000,000
has been spent in the wheat areas and most
of the benefit derived from that expendi-
tare has come back to Fremantle.

Hon. G. Potter: And the Fremantle har-
hour has eontributed handsomely to Con-
solidated Revenue.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Then there is the
expenditure on water supplies, power
plants, and so on. Iu respect of each of
these the metropolitan area has received
consideration. When it comes to conces-
sions, however, there was a reduction in the
duties to the extent of £23,000 in one slap
in counection with the power house, and on
additional plant there was a further redue-
tion in duty.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Don’t you believe in
that?

Hon. A. BURVILL: Yes, but it should
cut both ways. IWhen it comes to a con-
sideration of the farmers’ position, they
have difficulty in getiing cheap wire net-
ting, sugar for jam, or they have to
shoulder a high tariff on their agrienltural
machinery. The farmers do not get any
cotieessions.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They should bny agri-
eultural machinery made in the State.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Mr. Potter talked
about the construction of a doek at Fre-
mantle, and when T said that we could build
a doeck for a quarter of the eost at Albany
he said that we ought to have our goods in
the show window and sheuld not put
stteh things in places where they eonld not
he seen. That has heen the trouble with
this State. We want to make the Fre-
mantle harbour our bay-window and pui
evervthing there, drawing the blind down
on our trade entrances. We should keep
our trale entrances open. We have a
good one at Albany. When Sir George
Buchanan came here originally he passed
throogh Albany and said that the harboar
was one of the finest he had seen. When
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he had experienced the railway from there
he said it was one of the poorest railways
he had seen.

Hon. G. Potter: You do not blame Fre-
mantle for that, do you?

Eoun. A. BURVILL : No, but I would
point out to Mr, Potter that at Albany we
have a depth of 60 feet within 30 feet of
the shore, and it is there that we could
build a dock more cheaply iban at Fre-
mantle. However, I contend that that type
of work should be undertaken by the Com-
monwealth, I am not afraid regarding
Albany because it is situated on the cornmer
of a trade route and is important for de-
fence purpoeses. The money of the State
could be better spent in developing the
country, leaving the Commonwealth to deal
with doeks. Even the shipping people do not
want a dock ai Fremantle. .

Hon. G. Potter: Only a section of them
do not.

Hon. A. BURVILL: When are the people
of I’erth and Fremantle going to be satis-
fied?

ITion. E. 1I. Gray: It will take a long
time yet.

Hon, A, BURVILL: They have preferen-
tial rates and all the rest of it. When will
they allow the rest of the State to pro-
gress? The first settlement in Western
Australia took place at Albany 100 years
age. Thirty years ago we were promised
a railway from Denmark to Bridgetown.
About the same number of years ago the
people nt Esperance were promised a rail-
way and T am glad to know that in the near
future the promise to the Esperance people
will have been completed. The position is
worse still in the North. However, there
are very few more railways that Perth can
get unless it be by an enveloping method
around the back the effect of which wounld
bhe to rob Geraldton, Bupbury and Al-
hanv. As to FEsperance, the metropolitan
area will find a difficulty (here now and I
think the city’s game is up as far as that
harbour is concerned. We have heard a
lot about unfair ecompetition from the
Eastern States. ~'We have had a Federal
Roval Commission to inquire inte the dis-
abilites of Western Australia. There bhave
been complaints regarding the Navigation
Act. We have been asking a lot of nuestions
about Federation, but we should fake some
of our own medicine.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Quite true.



362

Hon. A, BURVILL: What about a State
Disabilities Commission? I want to know
how you people in the metropolitan areas
“navigate” these railways and run them into
one port.

Hon. G. Potter: That is the magnet that
draws the steel.

Hon, A, BURVILL: Through the courtesy
of the officers of the Lands Department I
have been able to get a plan to help bhon,
members to better understand the position
in the South-West. I have spoken about the
Newdegate-Albany railway. We have heard
it said by Mr. Kirwan and others that at
Newdegate there is some of the hest wheat
country that the State possesses. There are
such centres as Damnosa and Ravensthorpe
and the area north towards lorestania. In
that part of the State there are al least a
quarter of a million acres of tke finest wheat
country we possess. When the line is com-
pleted, Newdegate will be 249 miles by rail
from Bunbury. We should have a railway
from Newdegaie to Albany. It is enly 174
miles.

Hon. J, W. Kirwan: What about Hope-
toun?

Hon. A. BURVILL: Hopetoun is hopeless.
I doubt whether it could be made into a har-
bour,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It is a long way
better than was Fremantle a few years ago.

Hon. A. BURVILL: If we got 83 miles
of railway from Ongerup to Newdegate,
Albany would then be easily the nearest pori
to the distriect. From Newdegate to Albany
via Ongerup the distance would be 231 miles
or, alternatively, via Wagin it wounld be 261
miles. From Newdegate to Bunbury the dis-
tanee is 240 miles, while from Newdegate
to Fremantte it is 318 miles.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It would be rough
on the Ravensthorpe people to take the line
to Albany, Why not to Hopeloun?

Hon. A. BURVILYL: Albany is 87 miles
nearer than is Fremantle, and 76 miles nearer
than is Bunbury. There is no opposition to
this propnsed line to Albany. If a railway
is built from Armadale to Brookton and on
down to Newdegate, it will bring Newdegate
nearer to Fremantle than it is to Bunbury.

Hon. J. W. irwan: The objective should
he the opening up of the Damnosa eountry.

Hon. A. BURVILL: This proposed line
will take in the Pingrup extension, and the
whole thing will then be looped up. Aceord-
ing to Mr. Kirwin, Ravensthorpe has a rail-
way absurdity.
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Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The railway at pres-
ent is an absnrdity, and will remain so until
linked up with Newdegate.

Hon. A. BURVILL: If this proposed
railway were put in it could be made to
pay. According to a table I have here, the
Hopetoun railway has a length of 341} miles
and it cost £79,000, But it has two dead
ends, and so when anyone down there has
to ship wheat, it goes round to Fremantle.
When the Railway Department wanted a
new boiler down there they took it to Newde-
gate and carried it 114 miles by team from
Lake Grace down to Ravensthorpe. The
money spent on the Ravensthorpe line could
easily have built this connection I am mnow
advoeating. There is no reason to stress the
fact that there is to be found in the distriet
to be served by the proposed railway a quar-
ter of a million acres of the very finest land.
Down near Albany the land is poorer, es-
pecially for the last 75 miles. There are out
there setflements with a history going baek
to 1838, the people of those settlements being
in their third generation. Other settlements
in that part of the country are 3¢ or 40
mites from a railway. A lot of once despised
plain eountry down there has been brought
under cultivation. Recently I saw some of it
being treated, At one place it was done by
tractor, and the total cost per acre for clear-
ing, ploughing, fertilising and seeding was
only £2. On one farm rape was doing ex-
ceedingly well, while the next door neighbour
bad harvested 25 bushels of oats to the aere.
This is the plain eountry that, a few years
ago, nobody would look at. Of course, if
a man has that class of country he wants a
good deal of it, and should have, in addition,
300 or 400 acres of timber land in which to
keep his breeding stock. This plain land is
very cheaply brought under enlfivatien.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Is there any bottle
brush counntry in it?

Hon, A. BURVILL: A raport made on the
country down there was published in the
newspapers and proved very misleading.
Mr. Surveyor Payne, after a horseback in-
spection, reported that it was not worth a
close classifieation. But had anybody read
the report carefully he would have seen that
the surveyor was referring only to Crown
lands, not to land alienated and under culti-
vation. The land along the Balt River, or
Pallinup, 30 or 40 miles from the nearest
railway, has grown 40 bushels of wheat to
the acre. There is an immense tract of good
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land down there, but the best of it is farthest
from the railway.

The PRESIDENT : T think the hon. mem-
ber has dealt with it very fully.

Hon, A. BURVILL: Perhaps it would be
of interest to know what the electors of the
South Province and of the Yilgarn Province
think of that proposed railway, I have here
a letter from the secretary of the Lake
Biddy Agricoliural Hall Committee, in
which, after congratulating those who are
trying to get this railway, he says—

I hope you will be suecessful in bringing
about this great Godsend to the Great Sonth-

ern portion of Western Australia, which would
be the means of putting into the farmer’s

pockets pounds that they now spend in keep-

ing Perth and Fremantle.

1 do not think all metropolitan members are
serions in their endeavour to rob other ports.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: T think they are do-
ing it very successfuily.

Hon, A, BURVILL: I drew Mr. Love-
kin’s attention to a few points concerning dis-
tances in respect of this proposed Newde-
gate railway.

Hon. J. Duffell: Do you read every word
of your speech?

The PRESIDENT: I ask the hon. mem-
ber not to interrupt.

Hon. J. BURVILL:
said was as follows:—

The point most of us quite agree upon is
that railways shall be so construeted as to per-
mit of produec being euarried to its natural
port. No settler should be penalised for all
time by a policy of concentration.

What Mr. Lovekin

Now 1 eome to another pomnt of gFeat im-
poriance to the Newdegate railway. I allude
to the Ravensthorpe copper mines. I got
into conversation with Mr, Porteouns, a min-
ing expert now at Gnowangerup; he was a
mine manager in Kalgoorlie in 1897 for
Messrs. Bewick, Moreing & Co. Mr. Wood-
ward, once Government Geologist of this
State, was engineer with him up there. Mr.
Porteous has heen all over the Ravensthorpe
copper fields, and this is his opinion of
those fields. With vour permission, Sir, 1
propose to read his report.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tt will not he long,
will it You have heen speaking two and
a hall hours already.

Hon. J. Duifell: And he has not warmed
up yet!

Hon. A. BURVILIL:
tract—

Regarding Ravensthorpe mines, Mr. Por-
teus has always held a decided opinien that

This is the ex-
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this is one of the finest if not the very finest,
and largest low-grade copper ore propositions
in the Commonwealth, cnee it is worked on
proper economic lines. He claims that the
past methods of smelting the ores on the field
are too expensive, and always held that it
would not pay except by picking out the higher
grade ores, of which there are too little in
comparison to the large bodies of lower grade
ores. His contention is that as the Brokeh
Hill smelters had to be removed to Port Pirie,
neatly 300 miles by rail, for economic work-
ing, so the Ravensthorpe smelters will never
pay wntil similar aetien s taken, and the
smelters erected at Albany, the nearest acees-
sible port. 'Thus the railway to the Ravens.
thorpe mineral field is a necessity to run the
smelters cconomically and to use the low-grade
ores to the best advantage. To Qo this there
must be cheap ecoke, lime, water, and iron ore.
It is impossible to make a harbour at Hope-
toun exeept at a prohibitive outlay.

Tater on when the new smelting proposition
was being experimented with at Ravens-
thorpe I got Mr. Porteous’s opinion, as I
thonght it was of some valne. His opinion
on the field then was—

1, That it will carry 20,000 and uwpwards
of population when they stop this hole and
corner business of treatment. 2, With all due
respeet to the new method of treatment being
tried there now, if proved successful, it will
take a number of plants to meet the require-
ments of the field, and it should be recognised
that one large treatment plant at Albany, and
the mines to sell their orc on assay, is better
thap fer the small mines to spend the whole
of their subseribed ecapital on little plants of
their own. This would bhe one-third more
costly than in a large wholesale way of treat-
ment. 3, You get every metal that is confained
in the ore by smelting. Will the other process
do that? The field is composed of a number
of large low-grade lodes. No one knows any-
thing about that large belt of mineral coun-
try, only where the little bit of work has been
done, North of the workings the country has
not been prospected. And it would be useless
for anyone to go there umtil such time as there
is a prospect of smelters at Albany, and a eon-
neeting railway to the field. When this is done
it will create consumers for our produetion.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Where is the min-
eral country Mr. Porteous referred to?

Hon. A. BCRVILL: At Ravensthorpe.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Why nof have the
smelters at Hopetoun, instead of bringing
the ore to Albany?

Hon. A. BURVILL: Other prospecling
has been done down there. Mr. Wellstead
of Gnowangerup wrote to me the other day,
pointing out that there are great prospects
of finding copper and gold elsewhere. After
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referring to a find made some 11 or 12 years
ago he said—

I refer to an immense lode carrying very

rich earbonate of copper, and assaying up to
30dwts, goid, quite near Jarramengup . . .
This jn itself is worthy of a lot of attentmn
As near as I can remember it is a vast de-
posit lying between a granite hanging wall
and a diorite footwall. It was very erratic
ally prospected some 10 or 12 years ago and
abandoned, being too far from Ravensthorpe
smelters, A parcel of 10 tons was carted fo
Ravensthorpe and treated at the Government
smelters. The manager, Mr. Shepherd, told
me himself that that speeial parcel was the
finest ore that had passed throngh the smelters
at any time; very high percentage and very
easy to smelt, to use his own words, ‘*Ono
could almost smelt it in a matehbox.’’ Tur-
ther on another 20 miles there is an immense
outerop of quartz frending north-east. I my-
self have napped this in scores of places.
Heavy copper staing and specks of grey ore
show freely for quite a mile along the line of
outeropr . . . . . These and others are well
within the zonc outlined for railway; very
few know of them, nevertheless they exist,
and perhaps many others. Little genuine pro-
specting bas been done in the leeality.
I will show members on the map the three
places referred to by Mr. Wellstead. Mr.
Kirwan will admit that there is some sense
in the argument that the railway should go
towards Albany.

Hon. T. Moove:
Yyour coal?

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
gineering difficulties?

Hon. A. BURVILL: No. A party of us
went with the district surveyor throogh that
country, The line would go through the
Stirling Range, through which there is a
pass, offering no engineering difficuliies.
The railway could alternatively swing in
another direction, and clear the range alto-
gether. If that were done the distance would
be not more than 174 miles. Albany receives
its coal from Newcastle. Not far away is a
coalfield known as Wilza, and it might be
possible te zet coal from there instead of
bringing it from Newecastle. The railway
from Needilup was promised in 1913, and
from Mount Barker west, and from Cran-
brook, railways were also promised many
vyears ago. Within a period of 30 years,
from Katanning to Albany, only one rail-
way, 59 miles in length, bhas heen con-
structed. It is time the Government con-
sidered the advisability of constructing an-
other railway leading to Albany. Once we
get the wheat to Albany it will make a great

Where would you pet

Are there any en-
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difference to dairying and group settlements
within that province. At present no flour
is milled in Albany, but if the railway were
built we would tap one of the best dry wheat
areas in the State, and wounld have plenty
of offal with which to foster the dairying
indostry. At present all the offal must come
from Fremantle. T have tried to make it
clear that the decentralisation poliey of the
past has not been in the best interests of
the State. It is time some little attention
was paid fo Albany. We have heard of
Tives and Lazarus. It is time we gof away
from that and heard a little more of the
big brother movement. T should like to draw

. the attention of the Minister to the fact that

next year marks the centenary of Albany.
In effect this means the centenary of the
State. Instead of putting up a monument
there to mark the occasion and having a big
function to celebrate it, I would suggest
that a birthday present be made to Albany
in the shape of one of the railways I have
been talking about. I congratulate the Gov-
ernment upon their prospeets and the buoy-
ant state of the finances. With a good sea-
son, such as is promised, I think the end of
the deficit will soon be in sight. I support
the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.12 p.m.



