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opening up of the areas I bave referred to.
1 trust they will proceed with the surveying
and throwing open for selection of the lands
in the Damnosa country, mid the classifica-
tion of the Kalkalling lands. I also trust
that they will place the medical facilities I
have referred to on a proper basis.

On motion byv Mr. Wilson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.47 p.m.

2Lcgtelatfve Council,
Wednesday, 19th August, 1925.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PETITION-WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUS-
TEE, EXECUTOR, AND AGENCY
CO., LTD., ACT AMENDMENT.

lon. J. NICHOLSON presented a peti-
tion froml the W~est Australian Trustee,
Exeutor, and Agency Company, Limited,
praying for leave to introduce a Bill to
amend the West Akustralian Truistee. Execui-
tor, andi Agency Company, Ltd., Act.

Petition received aind read and the prayer
of the petition granted.

BILL,-WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE,
EXECUTOR, AND 4AGENCY CO.,
LTD., ACT AMENDMENT.

introduced by Hon. J, Nicholson and
read a first time.

Re/erred to Select Committee.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, Bill
referred to a select committee consisting
of Hon. W. H. Kitsun, Hon. HI. Seddon and
the mover, to report on the 26th August.

QUESTION-INTERNATIONAL
LABOUR CONVENTIONS.

Hon. J. E. DOT)D asked the Colonial Sec-
retary: 1, How many conventions and re-
ekomniendat lions vi the International Labour
Ofire of thle Tteigte ol! Nations have been
received from the Federal floverninentl 2,
With 'ri at matters do they deal? 3, H1ave
the conventions and recommendations been
rat i Red 1

The COLONIAjL SECRETARY replied:
i, Thirty-six. 2, A list of the matters laid
on the Table to-day. 31, The obligation to
ratify is not with the State Government.
Many of the points dealt with in the con-
ventions and recommendations are covered
by existing State legislation and regulations.
Matters tint aine applicable to the requoire-
mnents. of this State, and for which adequate
legislative provision has not been made, are
now receiving consideration.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Ron. E. Rose (South-West) on the
ground of urgent private business.

LAPSED BILL-RESTORATION.

On motion by' Hom. H. A. Stephenson,
ordlered : That a5 messag e be sent to the
I egisla tire Assembly requesting that the
coinsideration of the Bills of Sale Act
Amkiendmecnt Bill, passed by this Hoose last
session and transmnitted to the Legislative
A ssemnljl. many be resnmed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Ninth Day.

Debate resumned from tile previous day.

HON, J. E. DODD (South) [4..381: The
Address.in-rerly debate gives us an oppor-
tunity to review lie actions of the Govern-
muent during the recess and to express our
opinions on the programme they are going
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io place before us. Also it permits its to
make any suggestions we may think advis-
able for the welfare of the State and of the
people. We are all gratified at the reduc-
tion of the deficit, and it seems likely the
time is not far distant when that deficit will
4bisappear altogether. We shall then have
before us the necessity for trying to reduce
the accumulated deficit. Reference h1as been
made to the allocation of the credit for the
reduction of the deficit. Personally lainpre-
pared to give credit both to the late Govern-
ment and to the present Government. Prob-
ably, as other members have said, the season
and the bountiful harvest have had most to
do with it. The passage of the land taxation
proposals last session, and the consequent
reduction of railway freights, is in my view
the Government's best achievement to date.
I hope every penni ' raised by that taxation
will be remitted acceording to promise. Al-
though there has been some opposition to it,
the tax is now assessed on a perfectly sound
basis, the soundest to be found in any of the
States of the Commonwealth; that is to say,
there are no exemptions, and everybody pays
according to what he is receiving from the
State up to the value of the tax. 1 was
pleased to notice that the Government have
decide-I to go on with the Norseman railway.
That line, when completed, will remove a
very long and fruitful source of dissatisfac-
tion in the wvhole of the people on the East-
ern Goldfields. There are in the Norseman-
Eslorance district hundreds of thousands of
acres that will he opened tip for profitable
cultivation. I draw the attention of the
Minister to the very great need for provid-
ing water supplies in that district. I am
receiving many complaints from settlers
on the score of inadequate water conserva-
tion. Up to date all that the Government
have been able to reply to requests for assist-
ance in that respect is that they have no
money. Still, the Minister for Water Sup-
ply has promised to do the best he can to
get us something placed on the Estimates this
year. The same may be said in respect of
Newdegate. where similar trouble exists, It
is strange that to-day almost all tile virgin
first-class land is in the South Province,
previously regarded as a mining province.
Taking it all roud, T suppose the South
Province is to-day one of the richest in the
State,

Hon. A. Burvill: And Albany is its port.
Hon. J. E. DODD: J commend the Gov-

ernment on their action in appointing an

iindependent mian as Royal Commissioner to
inquire into the mining industry. 1 do not
know that they could have gone anywhere
else but South Africa for such a man. Cer-
tainly the South African conditions are dis-
similar to ours, but I doubt if the Govern-
ment could have secured in auy other coun-
try a more suitable man than Mr. Kingsley
Thomas as a mining Royal Commissioner.
While the Comimissioner's report may he otf
great value, 1 a11 not optimistic of the re-
sults likely to arise from it. I shall await
with interest [lie action to he taken by the
Government to put the recommendations into
effect. Some of the Commissioner's recomn-
mendations 1. could not possibly agree to,
and 1 am quite certain the men working
underground will not agree with them; but
there are others which, if put into operation,
would have a beneficial result upon the in-
dustry. As for the gold bonus, the mining
industry is time burden bearer of all the in-
dustries. It has had no assistance, no help
whatever in respect of Federal exactibons, yet
it has to bear the burden of almost every
other industry. During the debate one or
two interjections have been made with which
I cannot agree. Mr. Potter spoke of holes
in the ground and what had been taken
out and what had gone into them, and
so on. I would remind him that very
little Government money has gone into
holes in the ground in milling districts.
A quarter of a million of State money went
into a hole in the ground at Fremantle, and
very little good came out of it. But the
holes in the ground in the mining industry
were dug by private individuals, We hear
a lot about a wasting asset, leaving the
Country poorer, a decrepit industry, and
other things, but I have never been able to
fathom such arguments. It has been said
that every ounce of gold taken out of the
country makes it poorer. In my opinion
the taking out of the ground of £152,000,000
worth of gold makes it so much richer. I
am afraid Western Australia would not be
nearly so far advanced as it is to-day, had it
not been for this gold that has come out
of the ground. I am glad the industry is
beginning to receive a little more considera-
tion than it has had in the past. The action
of the Federal and State Governments in
making remissions of taxation to the in-
dustry will be generally appreciated. The
Miners' Phithisis Act baa. not yet been pro-
claimed. I know the difficulties surrounding
it, and would not harshly criticise the failure
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to bring it into operation. The Act was
passed 21/z years ago. In the first session
afterwards, Mr. Scaddan wvas in power. He
Paame in for fairly severe handling, not only
in the Legislative Assembly, but in this
Chamber. Some of us criticised him severely
because of his failure to proclaim the Act,
and yet 18 months later it is still unpro-
claimed. I hope something will be done by
the Government to put it into force. I
should like to say a few words about the
recent strike. Possibly a good deal of the
criticism has done good, but most of it was
directed at the police and the extremists.
These are not the only phases of the strike,
and are probably not the most important.
What concerns me most is what I may term
the abdication of the strike to the rank and
file, and the enthronement of executive
officials. That is a serious danger with
which Australia is faced, not only as affect-
ing one section of the community, but quite
a number of other sections. I cannot under-
stand the attitude of many people with re-
gard to the rights they have acquired. Many
do not care bow matters go so long as some-
one is in control. When one considers what
our forefathers had to do in order to obtain
the rights and liberties which we now pos-
sess, I think it is time one should point out
the danger to democracy, and what we are
likely to lose if some change does not take
p)lace. Throughout Australia it is amazing
to see the indifference with which people re-
gard the liberties that their forefathers
fought so hard to gain for them. Hundreds
of years elapsed before we had the fran-
chise, even after Parliamentary institutions
came into being, and before we had the bal-
lot, and the right to combine, and the con-
spiracy laws were abolished. It seems to
me, however, that people are only too anx-
ious to forgo their liberties and rihts. I
do not altog-ether blame the extremists. I
have my own opinion concerning a large
number of men who were classed as extrem-
ists. I have my own opinion about Mr. Walsh.
Everyone holds him up as an ardent ex-
tremist, but I must say we always know
where he is and what he is doing. It seems
to be a perversity of human nature that,
once people have gained somethingr they cast
it aside, just as a child does a flower, and
trample it underfoot. In the case of the
recent strike there was an agreement entered
into between the two parties. There was
no dispute as to wages or hours, although
these are the two important factors in most
labour disputes. Before the expiration of

this agreement a strike was brought about.
No ballot was taken, and I doubt if half
the members of the union knewv anything
about it. That is a phase we have to look
to, and to guard against. I know the diffi-
culty of getting members of a union to take
an interest in union meetings. If we can
direct attention to the matter and show that
the issue is not altogether one of extremism,
but is more often one of apathy and indif-
ference, the better will it be for us. We
know the tragic failure of strikes upon the
men and women concerned, bow time, money
and employment are lost. Surely in these
days better methods could be adopted than
those pursued during the idiotic strike that
occurred recently. With regard to group
settlement, I am not going to express an
opinion upon the quality of the land or the
prospects of the settlers. It always seemed
to mue that the scheme was a little too large,
and that more of the money involved might
have been devoted to other parts of the
State. I realise that the South-West has
to be settled some time or other, and I also
feel sure that a grat deal of the capital
spent there must eventually be written off.
I cannot see how else that land could be set-
tled, but it was too big a job for one gen-
eration to undertake. The Commission went
into their work with a will, and seemed to
recure all the evidence they could. I know
that some mem~bers of it are practical men,
but I hope that no other Commission in
similar circumstances will be appointed like
that one. To my mind the Commission
should never have been appointed. Suppose
a National Government had appointed two
Nationalists, two Country IParty members,
and one Labour Party member to inquire
into the Wyndhiam Freezing Works, what
sort of an outcry would have been raised?
Suppose two Country Party members, two
Nationalists, and one Labour Party man had
been appointed to inquire into the effect of
the rural workers' log, or something concern-
ing the Country Party, wind would have
been said? I hope no other Commission
like this one will ever be appointed again.
The Mlining Commission was on a different
basis, and we all commend it. I wish to re-
fer to the recommendation regarding piece-
work. I hardly understand it. The policy
of piece-work has been a plank of the Labour
Party for many years. The biggest strike
I have ever been in, that at Broken Hill in
1892, was a strike against the contract sys-
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tern. 1 cannot, therefore, understand the
recommendation of the Commission.

lion. TF. Moore: These men are supposed
to be working for themselves, and then you
talk of them working for bosses.

Hon. J. E. DODD: It mieht work out in
the same way. Men down there have to
work under a boss. I can hardly see how
the system of contract is to be applied to
group settlement, although I am willing
to how to those who know better than I do,
and wvlo know the men and what has to be
done.

Hon. T. Moore: It Will save the country
millions of pounds.

lIon. 3. F. DOD]): If so, it wilt be worth
th ying. It is possible that a better mig-ration
agreement may yet bie obtained. I do not
think the Commonwealth Government or tim
British Government yet realise the difficulty
of the State With regard to the settlement of
people within its territory. For that reason
a visit by Mr. Amery will be wvelcome. Quite
possibly w'hen we get him here we shall be
able to convince him of the difficulties con-
fronting us, what it means to clear the land,
and make him realise thie necessity of more
co-operation. I say that not in any empty
form of criticism. To-day the British Etn-
pire is a Commonwealth of nations, and the
weakness of one is the weakness of all. I
think the Imperial Government will yet be
compelled, for its own sake, to give better
conditions to the Dominons in the way of
settlement. Of course, we would never have
dreamt of getting such an agreement 20
years ago, and probably in 20 years' time we
shall secure a still better one. I was suir-
prised to hear -Mr. Brown's remarks con-
cerning the need for capital in this State. I
alwvays thought lie was rather opposed to
capitalists.

Hon. J. R. Brown: I am not opposed to
a more even distribution of capital.

H~on. J. B. DODD: I adiiit we need men
with capital in this State to assist us in set-
dling our difficulties. With regard to unem-
ployment, T think that is about the saddest
condition that men can possibly be in. I do
not blame the present Government for the un-
eml o yment we have. That ; a very cheap
and sometimes a mean Way o! securing noto-
riety. Whether men are unionists, non-
unionists or Coinmunists they shoul d be en-
titled to work if there is work for them. If
it is possible to do anything, to provide work
for them it should be done. Unemployment
is, I think, peculiar to almost all Govern-

muents. Almost every w~inter we have to face
somec form or other of unemployment. It
seems almost impossible to help it. We must,
however, be absolutely bankintpt of states-
ianship if we cannot get rid of unemploy-

mnent in this country. I urge upon the Gov-
erment to make every effort to absorb the
unemployed as far as they can. I wish
to drawv attention to the interest that is be-
ing taken Wvith reference to the settlement
of our boys on the land, or fitting them by
experience to become agricullurists. I have
often said there are hundreds of city boys
who are hungry to get on lime land, while
they are at school. At the Perth Boys'
School every time tine city is comnpared W'ith
th~e country the boys seem to prefer the
country, and yet the system of education is
such that up to the age of 14 they are hardly
taught anything about the country. I think
something is being done for country lads in
the way of agricultural institutions, but
nothing wvhntever is being done for the city
boys. They are not being taught anything
about work in the country. I was interested
in Mr. Chandler's proposition, although I do
not knowv that it will prove wo'rkable. Mr.
Chandler is on the right track, however, in
seeking to create more interest in the way of
providing open9ings on] the lard for city hays.
I wish to make a few remarks regarding the
proposals of the Government to alter the
Constitution. Whenever anything is sug-
gested that is likely to constitute a danger
to the people of Australia, it ii; our duty to
draw attention to it. Amongst the proposals
that have been put before us is one to amend
the Constitution. -During the past recess
and also during the last session of Parlia-
ment the Minister for Works was very busy
rattling his sabre and making shining armour
speeches. On two or three occasions mem-
bers of this Chamber have had to direct at-
tention to the unreliability of some of Mr.
McCallum's remarks. Mr. IXirwan replied
to some of those statements, and I must say
that in one or two of his speelhes Mr. Me-
Callumn's assertions wevre absolutely in-
accurate and unreliable. If I were to direct
attention to one Bill in regard to which we
will find more unreliable information than
any other, I would instance the Workers'
Compensation measure which wve passed last.
session. Just now it is as well to find out
lion' far the suggested amendment to the Con.
stitution proposes to go. how far it will
lend us, and how far it will otfect un in con-
nection with other IroJposals that are being
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made. It is because of that, that I ask we
should have a little more light thrown on the
subject and to remove nil camouflage so
that we mnay find out where -.,e stand. 3Mr.
Nicholson in the course of his remarks drew
attention to the absence of tine guard of
honor on the opening- day t-( Parliament.
le thought the danger existed there of the
disappearance of soime of our o1l1 institu-
tions and ideas, and he connectcd this action
with communism. I do not think the aboli-
tion of a guard of honor mattert, very much.
1 know that there is an innate desire in the
minds of 90 per cent. of the people for a
curtain amount of display rid I would be
sorry to see. all ceremonials, cut out corm-
pletely. At the same time, I have never been
able to see of what use was the guard of
honor. I have seen men stand outside this
building for a couple of hours and some-
times in the rain. It all appeared to
me so useless; and then it was so
embarrassing to the person in whose honour
tire guard was there. Therefore I do not
vonsider that the abolition of the guard of
honour will affect us very much. After all,
sometimes the more simple a ceremony is
the more effective it becomes. Take for in-
stance the cenotaph and the grave of an un-
known soldier. They are many times more
effective than some of the more etaborate
monuments we know of. I come back to
the question of the suggested amendment
to the Constitution and what it is likely to
be. I desire to show the aims of the Lab~our
movement at the present time in regard not
only to the State Constitution, bitt to the
Federal Constitution, and ho"- they are
likel y to affect us. It has been stated that
the Labour Party do not stand for~ coin-
nmunisin. I do not think that the majority
of that party do stand for it. It is my
desire, however, to read a few extracts in
order to enable us to find out where we are.
The one party to my mind seemns to be
i-evolutionary. and the other evolutionary.
I do not think after all that miany of their
aims are dissimilar.

Hon. .J. RI. Brown: One is quicker than
the other.

Hon. J. E, DODD: In the State Labour
platform we have one plank which reads,
"Abolition of the Legislative Council," and
in the Federal Labour platform we have
as part of the objective, "The establish-
ment of a Supreme Economic Council," and
also as part of the platform, the abolition
of State Legislative Councils, the abolition

of the Senate, unlimited legislative powers
for the Commonwealth Parliament, and
such delegated powers to the States, or pro-
visions as the Commronakelth Parliament
may determine from time to time. We can-
not consider an amendment of our Constitnt-
tion without taking into consideration what
is prop~osed in respect of the Federal Con-
stitution. The question is, what is likely
to be best for the community? If anyone
can point out to mc that their scheme is the
best, I am willing to be convinced, but I
want to know that it is to be the best be-
fore I give my vote in favour of any radi-
cal change. I want to find out, if I can,
what is the "Supreme Economic Council,"
arid what its functions are going to he.
There is no alliance with Rulssia. That, I
think one can say with all sinverity, so far
as the Labour Party are concerned; but
whilst there is no alliance with the Soviet
Government there can be an imitation of
that Government that might in the end be
quite as dangerous to the people of the
Commonwealth as an alliance. '"hait has
the chief governing body of Russia to do,
and what is it for 7 It is the Soviet
Supreme Economic Council, and that is the
objective to-day of the Federal Labour
Party. What does it mean and where will
it lead us9 We do not find any reference
to it in policy speeches; I have never heard
it mentioned on a lplatform or even alluded
to in the report of a speech. Yet there we
have it as a part of the objective of the
Supreme Economic Council. Perhaps I can
throw a little light on the matter by read-
ing- the remarks of three very prominent
Labour members. I have called these re-
marks from a debate in the Federal Parlia-
ment. They were quoted as having taken
place at the time of the Federal Trade Union
Congress in 1H22. Mr. Baddeley, att present
Minister for 'Mines in the New South Wales
Government, and holding other portfolios as
well, said-

We are not going to function tinder Parlia-
ment as it exists to-day.

That clearly shows that the idea is that
Parliament will not function as it is
functioning to-day, that is, a Parliament
elected on the broad franchise of adult
suffrage. 'Mr. Willis, who is at present
Chief Secretary in the New Sonth Wales
Government, said this-

They must get down to bedrock or the
social isat ion of industry, with control by the
workers in the industry. They did not pro-
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pose to control industry right up through their
economic council. The council was to be
constituted by the various representatives of
industry. The position to-day in Russia is
that although they have a Soviet form of
political government behind it, they are build-
ing up what will be the real government of
Russia-the supreme economic council. That
will be the greatest force in Russia precedcd
by the absolute overthrow of the other sys-
temns in Russia. If you can build up that
complete machinery for the whole thing, a
policy to control the industries of this country,
then our political government will not count
that. (Mr. Willis held up his pencil.) If you
cannot get political power without resorting
to violence, it is no good asking the people to
vote. Instead, we should be here discussing
the formation of the red army. Either you
must organise on the lines indicted and get
complete control in that wvay, or you must
train a big organisation on the basis of the
deliberate overthrow by force.

Next is Mr. Scullin. I have heard it said
that Mr. Scullin is one of the ablest mem-
bers of the Labour Party in Australia.
He is a member of the House of Repreen-
tatives, having taken the late Mr. Frank
Tudor's place. I have never heard him
speak, but I understand he is a very fine
speaker and an able debater, and also that
he is well read in economies. This is what
he said-

The Parliamentary machine has boon used to
give sanction to the schemes of the capitalistic
system- We want the Parliamentary regimueto
gie sanuction to our proposal and the scheme we
hve prepared. From these industries nationalised

shall be chosen the general economic central council
which will really take the place of our Parliaments
to-day.
There we have, to my mind, the clear light
of day in regard to the opinions of those
particular men. One is*Minister for Lands
in the New South Wales Government, the
other is Chief Secretary in the same Gov-
ernment, and Mr. Scullin is a member of
the Federal Parliament. Then we have Mr.
Lang, the Premier of New South Wales,
condemning communism, and beside that
condemnation we have the statements of two
of his Ministers which I have just read. This
puts me in mind of something I read the
other day in a book that is in the library
of this House, dealing with the Japanese
army. An officer belonging to that army
w-ent to China to find out what was being
done, and he gave a few instances of the
operations of the Chinese army. This is
what he wrote-

In another case two opposing forces of artillery
agreed to fire to the left of one another instead of
at each other, but one of the generals on seeing this,
ordered his men to fire actually at the enemy.

As soon as ho had gone, however, his men sent
over a note of apology to the enemy and it was
then agreed that in future they should only tire
at each other when there wore generals about.

I t seems to me that the forces of the com-
miunists and the Labour Party fire at each
other only when there is an election about
to take place. I want further to allude to
the position by quoting a few words that
wvere uttered by a Western Australian dele-
gate to the Federal Labour Congress last
voear. This delegate said, "Delegates should
remember that the Labour movement is
growin, and I hope to see the time come
when conference wvill be practically a con-
tinuous body." What is the meaning of
that?

H-on. J. R. Brown: There is nothing wrong
with it.

Bon. J. E. DODD: Here we have on the
jplatform of the Australian Labour Party
a proposal for control by a supreme economic
Council, and the position has been laid down
Iby Mr. Willis, Mr. fladdeley and Mr. Scullin
that the functions of the economic council
are to take the place of Parliament. Here
we have a statement made by a member of
a trade union congress that the congress
will practically be a continuous body at
sonic time in the future. What are we to
do in the face of an objective and a plat-
form of that nature when we come to con-
sider constitutional amendments? Are we
going to give away all that we possess to-
day in regard to the freest franchise in the
wvorld 1 Are we going to give away the
right to vote enjoyed by every man and
'voman over the age of 21? Are we to be-
come more creatures of a Federal Parlia-
ment consisting of 75 or SO men and to
receive powers at their hands from time to
time. We shall become a glorified
municipal council subject to the whims
of those in authority on the other
side of Australia. I think we should get all
the light we possibly can upon this proposal.
When we rember that every one of these
relports is a censored report, it makes the
position worse. To my mind the whole of
democracy-A is endangered by the proposals
that are being made, and the danger is all
the greater because those proposals are
never propagated from the platform. If
the people only knew on what they were
being asked to vote, if the proposals were
only given the light of day and the people
then decided to alter the constitution in the
manner indicated, we should have to bow to
the inevitable. I ask that the clear light of
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day be thrown upon these proposals so
that we shall know exactlyv what the inten-
tion is. The seed upon which Sovietism
grew has never thrived in Australia. There
ale no Siberian mines, no fortress of Peter
and ]'aul, no knout. and we have never had
the system of espionage which was and is
still the disgrace of Russia. Until we
get oppression of that kind it will be use-
less to talk of casting aside a free and in-
dependent form of government in favour
of some autocratic form which possibly may
become as bad as the Soviet government in
Russia. I do not wish to be unfair in any
way whatsoever. Let me read an extract
from a speech by one of the delegates to
ltue congress. He said-

The eadeavorur to introduce the Soviet system
into Australia, or any other country that has
advanced along the lines of evolution as we have
done, is like an endeavour to transplant a hothouse
plant into the Antarctic. So with the communists
in Australia, the Australian Labour Party can have
nothing in common because beta there is a vastly
different standard from. that of Europe. The com-
munists of Russia are in control there by creating
a system of espionage, which places the system of
espionage under the Czar in the kindergarten.

That is the opinion of a Labour leader.
Yet in face of that we have the objective
and platform as they are to-day. Mr.
Theodore in a very vigorous speech said-

let them fight in the communist psa-ty, but do
not let them come into the Labour Party for that
purpose. White-anting is what it would he. it
is not necessary to go into the history of what has
been happening in the last two or three years to
spread the Soviet propaganda throughout England
and other countries.

When dealing with amendments to the con-
stitution, we have to consider whet is be-
hind these proposals and where they are
likely to lead us. It may be argued that
even if the )Vpropsals were carried, we would
still have the constitution to prevent them
from being, adopted without the will of the
ipeople. That would apply uinder the Corn-
inonweaith constitution but not tinder the
State constitution. In the Commnonwvealtli,
bef'ore the constitution can be altered, the
pioj'oal must be carried by a referendum.
In the State there is no such provision. In
,pite of the fact that the initiative and re-

ferendunm has been a plank in almost all
Labour platforms for many years, we find
that the Upper House in Queensland was
abolished, but no initiative and referendum
Bill has yet been prepared. I do not care
what party may be in power, whether it be
Liberal. Labour or any other party, I would

not give it full and supreme control in one
House. There is not the slightest doubt
that any party in supreme control without
check can hold ofice so long as it likes. Take
the position of Queensland to-day. I have
always said there are good and bad in all

pries. The Queensland Government have
a record of good deeds and legislation which
might possibly shame other States, but for
all that the Government of Queensland can
hold office so long as they like. Where a
vote "as taken of the whole State, not
one single member was returned in sup-
l-ort of that Government. Yet every election,
the Government, by a redistribution of seats,
masn2e to retan oflire. I ant often amused
to, hear peot le talking- or Bolshevismi without
having- an.% idea wvhat it mieanii. T believe (the
.,oviets in control in Hu "sn ar ip btter fitted
to control aid govern than wie the people
they succeeded. ] give thein thnat credit. But
I believe also, in commuon with a great nurn-
her of Labouirites undt sociatlists who have
been to Russia. that the regime there is one
of the cruellest autocracies ioginable. Let
nwe suggest what might happen if nit the

second Chambers "ere alboliahEd and there
was only one Chamber in eachb State. Time
and time again have not the p~eople of vari-
ous countries wakened to find the constitu-
tion scraped ? We have not to go back
%-ery far. The constitution did not avail in
the ease of Mussolini when he wanted to
down the socialists. It did rnot avail in the
case of the Spanish dictator. ft did not avail
the other day when a general of the Greek
army stepped in and abolished the constitu-
tion. We should be very careful to find out
what is behind this movement for the aboli-
tion of the Upper House.

The Honorary ' hAinister: Dlid not you on
one occasion introduce a Bill for the aboli-
tion of the Upper house?

Hon. J. E. DODD: No. I have never
been wedded to the franchise of this Cham-
ber. I introduced a Bill fur the introduc-
tion of the initiative and referendum. Also,
when an amendment to the Addre's-in-re-
ply wvas moved by Mr. Pank~n that the Up-
per House should be abolished, i endeavoured
to get the amendment amended by providing
for the operation of the other plank of t he
party platform. The Upper Bons? should
be abolished only when the 1cople have at
right to initiate or veto any Ic rishition by
direct vote. .s we go on, I thin e hl
find a good deal of alteration will be made
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industrially. I give credit to every member
of Parliament for a keen desire to do his
best for the people of the country. If we
possibly can, we want to aholish all the
msery and unhappiness that exists from*
economic causes. In future I believe the work-
ers will secure a very much greater control
of industry than they have to-day. That is
inevitable, and it is wise that it should be
so. In connection with aiming, there are
many things happening underground and if
the workers had a little more control in sonic
way or other they could effect many econo-
mies and make things very m'uch better all
round. I believe the millionaire system
which is now in vogue will come to hq re-
garded with as much horror as is slavery
to-day. To my mind the millionaire is some-
thing that ought never to be allowed to ex-
ist. No man should ever be allowed to ac-
cumulate money to that extent. Surely we
can bring- about a state of things that wvill
prevent one man from holding such immense
resources of power and wealth, while many
other men have not enough to eat. Let me
stress how much more might be done by thie
workers themselves in thre direction of co-
operation. The Conntry Patty have set a
very flne example in that resp~ect. They have
shown what can be done by voluntary co-
ol eration in connection with the Westralian
Farmers and the Wheat Pool. 'In America
a good deal of rattention is being paid by the
la-our unions to the formation of co-opera-
tive societies mid they are being very success-
fully conducted. If we directed more atten-
tion to matters of this kind, it might be
better for us. In concluding my few re-
marks let me say how much I regre h

death of the Hon. J. A. Oreig. The late
member was a man of ab~soltely straight-
forward ideas, and I endorse everything that
has been said about him. I always listened
with interest to his speeches. He made no
pretensions to oratory; whli e told us was
told in simple language and had the ring
of sincerity. I am sorry lie has passed from
us. Let mue extend a welcome to his suc-
cessor, Mr. Glasheen. I was glad to note
references in his speech here and in his elec-
tion speeches to the fact that hie was for-
merly a member of the Boulder Miners'
rnion. Hle was a member of the union at
the time T was secretary. I am sure the
knowledge and experience that he gathered
on the goldfields regarding union matters
wvill stand him in good stead here.

HON. A. BURVILL (South-East) [5.30]:
Before addressing myself to Hi-s Excellency's
Speech, I wish to say a few wvords regarding
our late member, Mr. Greig, who was my
colleague. I knew Mr. Greig, from the date
of his entry in Parliament, and I can en-
dorse every word that has been tittered with
regard to him. Ile was a man of transparent
honesty, and lie had a thoroughI knowledge
of, and sympathy in the diflNculties attenid-
ant on agriculture in this State. Mr. Gla-
sheen, whom I have knorwn for some time,
will, I fee! sure, lprove a worthy successor
to Mr. Oreig. I desire to cong-ratulate Mm[i-
isters on the brighit outlook and the optimi-
istic tone of the Governor's Speech, as well
as on the prosperity forecasted. The deficit,
which has been hainging over Western Aus-
tralia, sinlce before the war, is beginning to
disaprecar. This is to be cr~dited in Rome
degree to the late Government and the pr--
sent Government, but the main factor in the
almost complete disappearance of the anr-
nual shortage is the flourishing condition of
our primary industries, and the good prices
which have ruled for their products. I am
glad the Government have supported the Al-
bany Woollen Mills by placing with thenm
orders for Government requirements. That is
a great gratification to tire people of Albany.
The mills are running smoothlly, and the
manager, Mr. Chambers, has expre-sed hini-
self as surprised at the adaptability of the
local emiployees, who, lie says, are picking uip
the trade of weaving and spinning cloth far
more quickly than hie had artic-ipated. At
present the mills hove an output of about 40
pieces, or 2,400 y ards, p er week. They ex-
pet to reach an output of .50 pieces, besides

blankets and rups, before long. The quality
is stated to be as good as any ob-
tained in the Eastern States or in
tire Old Country. The machinery is
perfectly up-to-date. The manager has been
informed by tailors that in regard to shrink-
age the 1:crcentage in Albany cloth is less
than in any other cloth. The looms have
been made a little larger than usual for
that particular purpose. The mills have the
best dyer procurable in England, and uise
the best indigo colours that can be
obtained. The following unsolicited testi-
mionial has been scnt from the manager from
Sydney-

You will be interested to know that Mr. Wilkin-
son, of the well k~nown firm in Sydney. was recently
in Western Austtalia and had the opportunity of
inspecting your samples, and speaks very highly
of every sample he saw. As a matter of fact he
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Maid that, if anything, it was slightly better -value
than any in the Eastern States at present. I am
sure this information will be interesting to you,
especially as it comes troni such a recognised
capable critic, as Mr. Wilkinson.
I trust the buiness houses of Perth and the
rest of Western Australia will emulate the
Government's support of local industry. At
present, I am sorry to say, they are not
doing so to anything like the extent they
should.

lon. T. Moore: It is a shame.

H-on, A. BUILL. According to the re-
l)ort of the Commnissioner of Railways, our
railway system shows a cottsidlerable ira-
jimovelvent iii management, there being a
surplus of £lOLIAOS after paymnt of work-
ing- expenses. and interest. Mo'reover, there
aire fewer persons employed now than there
were onl thle 30th June, 1021, the respective
numbers being 8,156 and 7,616, The reduc-
tion proves conclusively that the railway-,
are being better Inanag-ed than they were
several years ago. One thing I do not like,
however, is that the interest per average
mile aniounts to £222, the highest point
reached for a number of years. I consider
that thme interest onl the railways should
not be paid by' the users of the railways,
but should he a intional responsibility.
Time burden is too heavy to be borne by the
farmners and minmers. Those two classes
cannot pass on Lte bur-den, as mnanufac-
hirers, exporters, and importers eani and
do. Mforeover, these latter can secure
special concessions to a greater degree than
the farmers and miners can. The State as
a whole will own the railways after interest
and sinking fund paymuents are completed.
The railways will not then bie owned by time
musers, and therefore the State as a whole
should pay thme interest.

Hion. 11. Seddon: How would you do it?
lon. A. BUR~VILL: I ami not going to

explain how it is done. It mnust, however,
he possible, because it is done in other
directions. The users of the railways pay
the interest, while the sinking fond is paid
by the State as a whole. We could easily
transfer the interest in the same way 'ts
the sinking fund has been transferred, and
then we Could lessen the burden on the
mining and farming producers by reduction
of freights. At any rate, the special land
tax that is being collected should be
credited to the finances of the Commis-
sioner of Railways. I do not know that it
would not be better to cut the land tax out

altogether. However, I shall have more to
say on that later.

Hon. E. 11. Ilarris. Do yu Uprove of
the land tax?

lion. A. BURVILL: Subject to certain
limitations. I now wish to bring to the
attention of the Hlouse the fact that the
railway system is being used for centralisa-
tion purposes, aind that special concessions
have been granted to manufacturers, mer-
chants, and importers and exporters in
Perth and Fremantle. 1 consider that it
would be an advantage to the farmers gen-
erally to raise certain rates and allow the
railways to lower other rates correspondingly
for tie benefit of agriculture. I shall prove
this 1v what is actually occurring now. I
obtained a return with regaird to railway
traffic in the lower end of the State, the
district I live in. This retora shows the
tonnage of wheat railed fromn different
zones for the season 1.924-5, and also the
tonnage railed fromn the various stations
and sidings. There was railed to Fremnantlo
at poimits nearer to Albany by rail wheat
amnounting to 3,312 bushels. The quantity
of wheat railed to Bunbury at points nearer
to Albany wvas 185,040 bushels. The quan-
tity of wheat railed to }'renmantle at points
nearer to Bunbury amounted to 1,055,S08
bushels. The total quantity of wheat railed
to Albany was 2.55,564 bushels.

I-Ton. V. Haniersley: Do you mean buishels
or bag-s?

H~on. A. BURV7ILL: Bushels. The total
quanitity of wheat railed fromn the district
was 1,696,640 bushels. The totalt quantity
of wheat railed to Fremantle that should
have been Tailed to Albany or Bunhury was
1,244,I60 bushels.

Hon. E. R. Harris: What do you mean
hr saving that the wheat should have gone
to other ports?

Hon. A. BTIRVILL: That they were the
nearest ports.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Thea what was the
reason for taking the wheat the nirther
distance?

Honi. A. BURVILL: The reason was that
the merchants wanted to centralise, and so
eonomise at the expense of the farmers.
Wag-in is 21 miles nearer to Banbury than
to Albany. Fremanthe is 78 miles further
than Bunbury from Wagia. Albany has
an advantage of 57 miles. A point T qhalI
enlarg-e onl later is that if the Albany-
Newdegate line is bnilt, the whole of the
Lake 0race- Newdegs te area will be easily
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wvithin the Albany zone. Now I wish to
point out the differential rates, as 1 call
them, whereby wheat is exported to the
disadvantage of the fanner, and to the
disadvantage of the railways, but to the
advantage of the merchants, whether they
are co-operative merchants or private Juer-
chants. There is a specidi overseas grain
rate over the Government railways. For
50 miles it is Ss. 3d. per ton, for 100 miles
it is 10s. lid., for 150 miles 12s. 6d., for
200 miles 14s. 1d., for 2-50 miles 15s. lid.,
for 300 miles 19s., for 350 miles 2ls. 6id.,
and for 400 miles 24s. It will be
noticed that the farther the distance, the
less is the rate per ton mile. I will
showv how that works out in practice. -
will. deal with the southern ports. From
Ongerup to Albany is 148 miles. Albany is
the nearest port to Ongerup and the rate
for that distance is 12s. 6id. per ton. If
wheat were railed from Ougerup to Bun-
bury, a distance of 245 miles, the rate rises
to only i15s. Sd. per ton. If the wheat were
railed to Fremantle, a distance of 322 miles,
the rate increases to 20s. 8d. per ton.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Very little Ongerup
wheat goes to Fremantle.

Hon. A. BURVIILL: Take Pingrup as
anotlher instance. If wheat is railed from
there to Albany, a distance of 175 miles, the
rate per ton is 13s. 4d.;- if railed to Bun-
bury, a distance of 215 miles, the rate is
14s. 7d., while if it is desired to despatch
the wheat to Fremantle, a distance of 298
miles, the rate is l9s. per ton. Then there
is the Lake Grace line. If wheat is taken
from that centre to Albany, a distance of
222 miles, the rate is 14s. lod., while if it is
railed to Bunbury, its nearest port, some
201 miles distant, the rate is 14s. 3d. If
the wheat were railed to Fremantle where
most of it went this year- practically a
million bushels were sent to Fremantle-the
railage would be 17s. 9d. over a distance of
279 miles. If this special concession ceased
at the nearest port I could understand the
Commissioner trying to help the farmers,
but it does not do so. As it stands at pre-
sent it enables the merchant, at a price that
cannot pay the railways, to rail the wheat
past two ports in some instances. If, how-
ever, the concession ended at the nearest
port, Ongerup wheat railed to Albany would
be charged at the rate of 12s. 6id. per ton,
whereas if railed to Fremantle the railage
charges would be 25s. 3d. per ton. Similarly

with regard to Pingrup wheat. If it were
railed to Fremantle the cost would be 23s. 5d.
instead of 19s. which would be the rate if it
were railed to its nearest p)ort, Alhany. In
the case of Lake Grace, if wheat, instead of
being railed to Bunhury' , at a cost of 14s. 3d.
per ton, were railed to Fremnantle, the charge
would not be 17s. 9d. but 22s. 2d. Why
should the railways lose money for the
benefit of wheat buyers'? In any event the
farmer has to pay the extra. If he had to
pay all lie should pay, there would he such
an outcry that this practice would be stopped
immediately. I hope the Minister will take
notice of this point and that he will take
ste pa to have the preferential rate system
altered, so that it shall apply only to the
nearest port. I would like to deal with flour
for a fewv moments. That commodity is
railed at a lesser rate for overseas purposes
and -from Katanning to Fremantle the rail-
age charge is 13s. 4d. pier ton, less 121/ per
ent. It can he railed from Katanning to
Albany at a cost of uls. 7d. per ton, less
121/2 per cent. Albany is 120 miles nearer
to Katanniug than is Fremantle. The effect
of the present system is that the Railway De-
partment has been transporting flour over
the extra 120 miles at a charge of 3s. 3d. per
ton. I do not think that rate can pay. If
any individual desired to havec a bag of flour
railed to him over a distance of 0 miles he
would have to pay 2s. Apparently this rate
was provided in order to dodge railing con-
signments to different ports. Katauning
dlour passes both Albany and Bunbury. I
wvant to know if the consumers of the flour
are getting anly advantage from this position.
Certainly the wheat growers do not, because
if the wheat is milled in Fremantle there is
a special rate concession on the wheat,
whereas if. the wheat were milled in Kat-
auning,1 the farmer would pay railage only
as far as the mill: This special concession
is altogether in favour of the manufacturer
of the flour. As to the position of consum-
ers I read a report in the Press last week
stating that in Adelaide the bakers were
c-harged £13 7s. 6d. per ton for flour; in
Melbourne the charge was £E14 5s.j and in
Western Australia £15 l0s.

Hlon. F. H. flray: There is a good ring
here.

Hon. A. BURVHL: Bran and pollard
supplies are required for dairying. I find
according to the Press statement that in
Adelaide the prices of bran and pollard
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range from £7 to £8 10s., in Melbourne
from £7 10s. to £,8, and in Western Ais-
tralia from £8 10s. to £0. Those prices
showed an increase of about £1 per ton.
Of course the, Adelaide prices would apm-
pear to be slightly less, but that is because
the pricc of wheat is less. What 1 want
to know is why the consumers of flour
and users of bran and pollard should he
charged so much more here than in the
Eastern States. In evidence taken be-
fore the Food Prices Commission it was
shown that less was charged for flour for
uverseas than on supplies for local consumup-
tion. One of the Commissioners asked what
price was being charged on flour for Java,
and the reply was, "From £13 to £13 l0s.
per ton f.o.b. Fremantle, which, naturally,
is below the local price, -which is £C15 s."
Mr. Padhury, when giving evidence before
the Commission, apparently had a desire to
help the farming community because in his
evidence he said that in order to help the
farmers and the State, he would charge the
same railway rate for flour and wheat as
for fertilisers. At present Albany is the
port through which supplies will be drawn
for the group settlements at Denmark. If
one desired to procure a 6 -ton lot of offal
from Katanning, it would cost 11s. 7d. for
freight plus the charge for sheets, equalling
in all 12s. per ton. If a consignment of
flour were desired from Katanning for ship-
ment overseas, the charge would be 3s. 3d.
per ton for the extra 120 miles. The way
out of the difficulty that Air. Padhury pro-
posed was to charge a farthing per mile. I
think the better way would bep to have the
wills at the country centr 'es andt ship the
flour from the nearest port, in which ease
all the offal would be at the mill.

Ron. E. H. Harris; Do you advocate a
State mill?9

Ron. A. BURVILL: I believe in private
enterprise, but if private enterprise is to
have such concessions in a wholesale fashion,
I think it is about time we had some State
enterprises. If a dairyman or anyone pos-
sessing fowls required pollard supplies it
would cost. him, if he resided in Albany,
12s. 7d. per ton for lots from a half-ton
upwards of offal brought from the nearest
mill at Katanning. The charge is Ss, 7'd.'
a ton for 10 miles, with a charge of 4s. for
loading and unloading. The minimum dis-
tance allowed is ten miles If I desired to
procure a ton of wheat or grist, I would

Lave to liny 12s. 7d. freight on it for 10
miles, but if a flour miller desiifed to rail
a tonu Of flour to Fremantle instead of to
Albany. for the exstra 120 miles he wouild pay
only is. 3d. because the flour would be for
export. The position is ridiculous. The freight
rates applying- to smaller consumers call tar
criticism. For instance, there is the potato
grower. ]f he has a 5-ton truck order he
pays at the rate of 4s. 6id. for 10 miles,
w.hereas if he has n halt-ton lot only the
charge is 12s. 7d.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You would not expect
them to get it at the same price9

Hon. A. BURlVILL: Bitt we do not ex-
pect sticl aL trcmendous difference. Then
there is the charge of 4s. for load ing and
unloading. Very often the farmer loads the
potatoes into the truck himself, yet he is
charged the 2s. Sometimes lie unloads the
truck as well and then he is charged the ex-
tra 2s. I have pointed out the effect of cen-
tralisation in the shipping of wheat, In the
interests of the group settlements and of the
dairying indlustry this factor should be
altered. Hon. members will see if they look
ait the map that has been displayed on the
walls of the Chamber, that there is a large area
the natural ports of which are Bunbury and
Albany respectively. What is the use, there-
fore, of hauling wheat all the way to Fre-
mantle? Then there is the question of taxa-
tion and the concessions on the railways.
Last session we agreed to a land tax. Ex-
emptions were to be taken off and we were
to have thle double land tax in return for
which we were to receive special concessions
in the shape of reduced freights. In the
Governor's Speech it is said that all sections
have received benefits from this reduction.
Probably they have. In my opinion it is a
very one-eyed affair. The worker comes in
first with £63,000; the merchant, the manu-
facturer and others come second, while the
farmers come practically nowhere.

Hon. J. Ewing: There is nothing left for
them.

Hon. A. BURVILL: In "'Hansard" mem-
bers will see that on the 18th December,
1924, the Colonial Secretary, when moving
the first rending, of the Land Tax and Income
Tax Bill, said-

All users of the railways, whether by means
of the receipt or despatch of goods or as pas-
sengers will benefit by the imposition of this
tax,
At that stage I asked by way of interjection
whether there would be a guarantee that
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freights would be reduced. The Colonial
Secretar replied in the affirmative. I am
glad that the Colonial Secretary used the
word "imposition." It did not appear so
apparent to me then as it does now. Great
pains were taken in both Houses to prove
that it was to the interest of farmers, par-
ticularly the producing farmers, to have a
land tax. However, I now consider that
we were sold a pup). We shall not be found
quite so gullible if an attempt be made to
perform the operation again.

Hlon. J. R. Brown: Then chloroform will
have to be resorted to next time.

I-Ion. A. BURVILL: I wish to say a -word
about the bottle brush country in Albany,
and other districts. Some years ago a land
development committee started experiment-
ing on that country, the necessary money be-
ing advanced by the Government. The first
experiment having been brought tonacertain
stage, the land was put up for sale and the
money advanced by the Government was re-
couped to them. The Government still hold
some of that country, and I think the Lands
Decpartment use it as a paddock for their
horses.

I-on. T. Moore: Is that in the town of
AlbanyI

Hon. A. B URVILL: Yes. Since then
further experiments were tried outside of
Albany, and the work was extended to Mar-
bellup, on the Great Southern. However,
the experiments were never conclusively
proved, although it was proved that such
land could grow good grass and was val-
uable in other ways, hut that machinery
would be required to do the work economi-
cally. It was also proved that certain fer-
tilisers, such as basic slag, were of no use
on that land, and it worked out that the
best grasses were clovers. It was never
determined how many acres -would be re-
quired to make a farm of that land. The
matter was handed over to the Agricultural
Department, and it is now for them to prove
that point. I am glad to see they are car-
rying on with the King River section, but
T am sorry the Ma rhellup experiment
has been allowed to lapse. Only last week
I saw there clovers doing splendidly. Lotus
major, 2ft. long, with stalks as thick as
one's finger, was growing among-st the
scrub. It is a pity the experiment should
be allbwed to lapse. The land development
committee started well, but in this, as in
many other matters connecLed with group
settlement, we want a practical man in

charge. We cannot expect the Director of
Agriculture to look after cotton in the north,
group settlements in the south and the
wheat halt in the east, If there be anything
miore than another wanted in this State,
it is a practical man to lake charge of all
ag~riculture in the South-West. The South-
West will never prosper through the atten-
tions of the Agricultural Department until
such a man is appointed. It is all very well
to have pig experts, and dairy experts and
fruit experts, hut we want a practical man
to take charge of the whole business. At
Mt. Barker a committee has been formed
to go in for field demonstrations at which all
the theories put up by the Agricultural
Department's experts are tried out before
being given a wider application. The diffi-
cLilty lies ini getting experts who have made
their livings by the methods they advise other
people to adopt. I am not surprised at the
majority report of the Royal Commission
on group settlement. There is in it very
little constructive criticism.

lHon. T. Mloore: In what constructive way
does the minority report differ from it?

Hion, A. BURVJLL: The majority re-
p)ort stprts out with a recommendation that
group settlements should be suspended.
When a mnan is suspended, generally that is
an carl to him.

Hon. J. R. Brown: If suspended by a piece
of rope, it is.

flon. A. BURVILL: The group settlers
in the Denmark district have been very un-
easy since they read in the newspaper an
outline of the majority report.

Hon. T. Moore: That was the newspaper
report, before ever the Comm11ission's report
was issued.

lion. A. BURVILL: The uneasiness be-
gan after the majority and minority reports
were published in the Press.

Hon. T. Mloore: The report shows that
those group settlers wvere uneasy "-len
we were down there.

lion. A. BUR VILII: I think those -who
sig-ned the majority report have been a little
uneasy themselves. What they should have
said was that group settlement should he,
not suspended but developed. There was no
talk about suslpending- activities onl the wheat
belt.

HIon. T. 'Moore: I think we have heard
that before.

Hon. A. BURVILLj: But there was the
samne dolorous, pessimistic tale about send-
ing, people out into the wheat belt to stan-c.
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There is5 now no cry otf stopping work onl thle
wheat belt. The same people who cried out
about the Ea~tern wheat belt in the early
days now want to have group settlement
abandoned in order that they clay get Out to
the E astern wheat belt.

Hon. T. _Moore: Of whom are you speak-
ing?

Hon. A. BURVILLb: Another point: they
are sztill astking that the deht.-' due to thie
I .A.ll. 1)' the farmers of ilie enstec u wheat
belt be reduced, and that railways and set-
Ilement be extended [urihier (pitt through thle
belt. I wish tileoy would ndopt thle samue
attitude towards; group wtIlt-nment. M1r.
I foirnes admnitled that there ii, good laud in
thre South-Wes~t, Evidtently thc. interest. hie
showed in the Peel Estate nir> taken him
further southi into tke group at Itleinent coun-
try, and he has been convertedl to thle idea
th at we have good land down there.

Hon. T. Moore: Tire Trtuop Settlement
Commission's report shows zhad.

Hon. A. BURVILsE: When 'Mr. AngwAill
read thle Commission's report lie said "Group
settlement shall continue?' The majority re-
port put up certain recommendations, one
being for training camps nod clearing by-
piece work.

Hon. T. Moore: The minority report has
that also.

Hen. A. BURVILL: It reads -is fol-
lows-

That group membership be confined to set-
tlers who have passed through a period of
preliminary trainiug.

That for the purpose at providing training
for settlers, group areas in each district be
conducted as training camps while the farms
arc being prepared, and that the Imperial
Government be invited to approve of sucht
camps as training farms under the new agrec-
nients.
In the minority report there is the same re-
commhIendation. What I a*k is whether the
Commission wvent into tbe fintancial side of
this proposal, the practicability of establish-
ing training camps? Would it not be mnore
expensive than the allowance business?

The PRESIDENT:- The lion. member
must ask questions through the Chair.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Thea I ask you, Sir,
to consider would it not he far better that
those group settlers should be placed on their
groups under a system more economical% than
would he the establishing of costly training
camps? What-would be done inr those camps?
Are the men to be trained as farmers, or
trainied to clear,. or trained to imilk cows,

an~d how long is it going to take In my
opinion this training of the migrants should
be done in the Old Country. The initial
blunder in respect of group settlement was
that the men were not properly selected in
Great Britain. It is fairly evident that the
migrants should go through some process of
selection and training, and that the Mother
Country should accept the whole of
thle responsibility and guarantee to send
uts only men who are fitted for farm
wor~k. I cannot see how the establish-
ing- of training camfps ouf here is going
to be less expensive than the present
method. There should be soino better method
of' seleetion of our own people also. Appar-
ently .just now any mnarried man applying
to go on a griup settlement is given a chance,
very often because the aippient. is out of
work. It wouild be far better to select only
thiose likely to adapt themselves to farming.

Sitting suspended from 6.1.5 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. A. BTJRVIL[L: Before tea I was
speaking about training camps. The actual
training of group settlers wvho come from
the Old Country miust he given in the Old
Country, and Great Britain mu~st take the
responsibility. It is not right that men
should be trained out here, because of the
expense involved. There is another question
which makes it far more important that they
should be trained in "England. It is notice-
able that a certain number of migrants have
left the groups of their own aIccord chiefly
because they were not adaptedl to the work.
'When this happens we get n lot of people
who are a drug on the Labour market.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Could they be given
suitable training in the Old C,)untry?

Hon. A. BURVfLL: It is not so much
the training that is required, as the selection.
It is the personal equation and the adapt-
ability of farming that chiefly matter, That
could easily be remedied in the Old Country,
especially if the Government sent Home an
officer to assist in the selection of migrants.
It would be better to do that than to bring
people out here and then find they are not
adaptable to the work and are likely to
become a drug on the labour market. If Aus-
tralians do not turn ouit to be suitable as
group settlers, we do not increase our diffi-
culties, because they are not the same as new
arrivals. Not everyone will make a farmer.
Some people would not do so if they were
placed in the Garden of Eden.
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lI on. V. Harnersicy :lThy do not knoWv it
until they try it.

Hon. A. BURVILL: We do not want too
many people coming out here to try at the
GJovernmcnt expense. Something has beeni
said about group foremen not havirn power
to dismiss unsatisfactory setilers. If a mnan
is not amenable to discipline and defles his
foremen, the foreman is placd in an in-
vidious position. Settlers of this character
should be put on to piecework. If they are
unwilling to do that work, the best thing- they
can do is to get out altogether. I do not
know whether the Conimisajon observed
it, but in the Denuuark district there is
the genesis of a very good method
for group settlers. [ notice that since Mr.
Angwin took charge of the scheme a cer-
tain number of the group settlers are al-
lowed to keep a cow. They are also en-
gaged in getting their gardens going. That
is a good system of training. With regard
to the question of piecework versus day
work, 1 fail to see how any other method
than the present could have been adopted.
It is the best method up to a certain point.
The settlers have to be trained in some way,
and training camps would be more expensive
than the present system. They should be
paying for their own tuition. If they
are placed under a foreman to ring timber,
to grub, or burn off for a month or two
tinder sustenance, they can then be put on
to piecework in twos, threes, or fours,' as
the case may be. I think this would he the
best method. I ami altogether opposed to
the clearing of laud by piecework at the
hands of gangs of clearers. We could not
get enough experienced men for the work,
and it Would be just as expensive as the
present system, if not more so. The clear-
ing- of wheat land is altogether different.
When a man takes up a wheat farm it does
not greatly matter whether or not he knows
anything about clearing. In the South-
West, as in Gippsland, ever 'y man settled
on timber country has to know something
about the methods of clearing. The only
way in which the Britisher or the Austra-
lian can learn is to be given training at it,
and that training can best be given under
group foremen first on the sustenance basis
and then on the contract basis. I take
strong exception to the reference in the
majority report to the wives of British
migrants. We are told that all this evidence
was based on fact. I do not disbelieve that,
but I maintain that when a man is looking

for facts he should not look for them on
one side only. In this instance I hardly
think enough was brought foi-ard for the
other side. In support of this view I
should like to read an extract from the min-
ority report as follows:-

I cannot endorse the pessimistic references
to the wives of immigrants. The part played
by the women in the development of the scheme
is an important one and, in most instances,
they have taken kindly to their new lie in
the Western Australian bush.
The Commission's report will be circulated
everywhere, including the 0O(d Country, and
foy that reason both sides should have been
dealt with. I have not been on all the
groups. .Before the Premier went to Eng-
land he visited certain groups at Denmark
in company with Mr. Angwin. I was with
them for part of the time. We visited
Group 116, which is one that was organised
by Colonel Neweombe in the Old Country.
Ile came out specially to see how it was
getting on. He wanted to know the condi-
tions under which the people were working,
and if they had any complaints. The party
saw the wives as well as the settlers on that
group, which is situated 35 miles from Den-
mark. There were 105 children on the group
and 20 or 22 families. Nowhere was
there any complaint. Both the Premier and
Mr. Angwin addressed the gathering of set-
tlers, but all they said they wanted was a
school, a railway, i telephone service and
a few other facilities of that kind.

Hon. T. Moore: Had Group 116 been
there long?

Hon. A. BTJRVILL: It has been there 12
months.

Hon. T. Moore: How long had it been
there on the occasion of your visit?

Hon. A. BUVRYILL: I also wish to refer
to Group 114, which was established shortly
before that.

Hon. T. Moore: It had just arrived. Of
course there were no complaints.

Hon. A. BURVILL: The member for Al-
bany (Mtr. A. Wansbrough) Lappened to ne
at Denmark at the time. The wife of one
of tlhe migrants had ascertainerl that she
could get a cow at Denmark on certain terms,
and had walked in 22 miles to secure the
aninual. She wanted the cow, to lessen her
expenses on the group. She had come from
a place in England where things were very
different from what she was then going
through. She also wanted a crosscut saw.
Mr. Wanabrough happened to have one and
sent it out to her. The next day this lady
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walked back to the group leading the cow
and carrying the crosscut saw. She had 11
children. During the 12 months, in addition
to the clearing that was being done under
the group system, she and her children bad
ciea red 14 acres of their own particular
block. When we read the contents in the
majority report concerning the wives of these
settlers we must come to the conclusion that
there are some facts to be brought forward
on the other side. I take strong exception
to the discourtesy that has been shown to
these courageous wives. I admit the influ-
ence ot the wives is conducive to keeping
a man on or off the land. These settlers are
total strangers to the country, and, consider-
ing- the isolation of their surroundings, I con-
sider that the spirit most or them display
should have been referred to in the majority
report. I had expected that certain recom-
muendations would have been. made in the
report, but I cannot flad them. The first
surprise I bad was to find nothing was
said about the side lines, which must have
a great bearing upon group settlement. I
refer to small orchards, potato and onion
growing, etc. In their journeys around the
groups I should have thought members of
the Commission would have visited some
settlers -who were on similar land to find out
how they got on, and how they managed to
pass through the initial stages of settlement.

Ron. T. Moore: We asked you to show us
men who were making good at dairying ins
the district, but you could not do it.

lon. A. BUR.VILL: I pointed otft quit~e
a number.

lon. T. Moore: Dairying?
ion. A. BURl/ILL: The only one the

Commission wanted to examoinc was the
man who was making money out of dairy-
ing only, and on karri land. I could find
only one. What I wanted the Commission
to observe was the mannier in which these
men had made good, and I pointed to quite
a number. The Commission sawr their land,
but there is no reference to this in the
report. I agree with what 'Mr. Wilimot
said the other night, that these settlers
should have small orchards and should '&o
in for side lines. There is not the slightest

douht that the main key to group settle-
ment is the cow, and the niext key is the
silo. Then the qluestion of transport is of
the greatest importance. and in the
minority report we see vetry little about it,
whilst in the majtority report there is noth-
ing said about silos. A redeeming feature

[14]

of thie mninorit-y report is the ,hinrt reference
to silos.

Boll. C. F. Baster: Have the Government
advanced money fnr silos n these hold-
ings I

lion. A. BURVILL : The Government
have niever suggested it. I desbe to show
that the Commission had evidence enough
aboot the value of silos. Mr. Kingdom, the
local Akgricutltural Bank inspector, said in
ansswer to a (luestioll that to farm success-
fullyv was to conserve the feed when the
gro0wth Of glass was good. Mr. F~lay, a
supervisor at one of the group settlements,
gave his experience at Denmark. Hie said-

With silos and the conservation of fodder it
should be possible to use in a more economical
manner the stuff that is grown. The laud una-
doubtedly improves by stocking.
Tak-e another successful farmer-there are
not Many Of themn at DenHMrk. -Mr. Frank
Bayley, who has been farming there for 12
years, was asked by Mr. Latharn whether
he thought that silos were essenitial in that
district, and his reply' was-

Ultimately every hill farm must have one.
Thle cows cannot be maintained in foil milk
without a silo. By this mams it should be
pessilile to imilk thme cows all the year round.
Luicerne ill growV On the best land, and this,
With ensitage, should see the farmer through.

Later on hie was asked whether he was
satisfied with the prospects of dairying in
thie district and he replied-

It is the cheapest datirying country avail-
able for the man with small capital. A man
could make a livinig with 10 first-class cows
and pay interest on £1,000. He should he able
to build up gradually to a herd of 20 cowvs.
Yet on that evidence, and evidence that
might have been got elsewhere, we do slot
see any meitiola in the repurt about the
conservation of fodder. Throughout West-
ern Australia silos arc needed. They are
required in the wheat belt and in the Southi-
West, more than in any other place in the
Commnwealt h. Th;ey are required beca-use
the rain falls mostly in those periods of
the year when we have a great abundance
of fodder for the stock and does not fall
when fodder is needed. It hmas been found
in the wheat belt just as much as in the
South-West that to farm properly and
economically, and to get the best out of
the land, it is necessary to have silos. The
apes of the rainfall is in July; in Gipps-
land it is in October. Even in (uippsland
farmers are now ennstructin~y silos. I fully
expe-ted that the Commi Sion would have
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gone to the Bunbury butter factory and
got some information there about the pro-
giress of dairying. In its early stages that
institution struggled because the farmers
would not take onl dairying, Now the factory
is turning out 17 tons of butter per week in
the season. Farmers, however, still cling
to their side lines, potatoes and so on. The
Commission could have got a great deal of
valuable evidence there as to how those
farmers that are supplying tile Bunbury
factory with cream have progressed,
Another place to which they might have
devoted some attention was that of Mr.
21alcoim, of Wagin. Mr. -Malcolm has a herd
of prize cows. H-e is in a dry district and
does not possess the best wheat land. He
has the requisite silos and many people are
continually visiting his place in the hope
of being able to follow his e-xamlple. lie
nas proved that it is possible to keep his
cows in milk all thle Year round withi cie
aid of silos, and lie is never short of feed,
hut can provide the stock with succulent
fodder all the year round. His neighibour;
Aifr. Austin Piesse, is doing the same thingp
as regards sheep. H-.e has silos built and
has found out that hie gets a better pe.-
centage of lambs and can carry more sheep
to the acre. Instead of discouraging people
in the manner that they did, and saying
that dairying was drudgery, thle Coni1MIS-
sion should have giveni more encouragement
to the people on the groups and drawn
their attention to the value of silos and to
the proper methods of cultivation. Those
people could also have been told that later
on they might have been able to secure
milking machines, the introduction of whichl
have eliminated to a considerable extent
the drudgery associated with dairying. Mr.
Malcolm has a milking plant on his place.
It cast him about £120. T do not say that
we should secure milking machines for the
group settlers in the early stages, bat it
was due to the Commission to point out
that dairying was not all drudgery, and
that it was possible to advance in the
manner that Mr. Malcolm had done.

Hon. J. R. Brown : Milking machines
spoil the cows.

Hon. A. BIIRYILL : Not when the
machines are properly understood. A. man
has to be trained to use these machines
correctly, and then the old method of milk-
ing cows from before daylight until dark
can be done away with. In aristocratic
language we might say that with the milk-

ing machines it is possible to extract the
lacteal fluid from the female of the bovine
species. Thew Commission muight holve
recommnendedi the erection of a concrete
silo in thie cheapest -way possible on each
group settler's holding. ]1 amn glad that the
minority report said something albout silos
because they will play a great part in the
ultimuate success of daie ,ving. Another
inatter I would like to Mention in connec-
tion with the muinority report is thle neces-
sity for a telephone service,

The PRESIDEN T: I do not think tile
hion. member in the time at Iris disposal is
justified in going over every detail in ltre
report with whvlich hie does not agree.

Eon. A. BUEVILiL: It is important that
there should lie telephone commnuni cation
with the gromiips. 'Mr. Harris, when giving
evidence, pointed out the urgency of this in
the event of sickness, and lie added that at
Group 116 there were 105 children. I know
that this is a Commonwealth mnatter, hut I
would like the Ilinister to find omit why the
promise that was made that a telephone
would be supplied, has not been fulfilled.
Last summer Senator Grabham took uip the
matter with the Comimonwealth Glovernment,
but the latter now ask the State Government
to subsidise the service to the tune of about
£500. 1 should like to know whether there
is any truth in tlhat. Another p~oint that
was missed by the Commission was that re-
lating to transport. There are two groups
composed of migrants from Cornwall and
Devon who have been on the land for 12
months. They are in need of railway corn-
municationi. The railway has been author-
ised but no attempt has been made to con-
struct it. Some members complain of rail-
wkays being built to certain places, and not
to where farmers were carting wheat for a
distance of 22 miles. I would like members
to view the position of group settlers as the
Commission found it. especially at Group
116 at Denmark. Mr. Harris, when ex-
amined, said-

We want ralway communication in order
to relieve us of thie high transport charges,
which nlow amount to 3s. 306. per ewt. I hear
the rate has now gone up to 4s. 6id. This eats
uip a lot of our £3 a week sustenance. The
-road is partly made to within two miles of
the camp, bat the officials stop at that. It
has taken us two days and two nirhts to bring
provisions from the Nornainp-road. Some-
times one man is engaged in this work every
day' in the week. One individual did nothing
during lnst winter but transport thincsa that
we needed for the group. We have had to
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carry goad.- as far as 14 mtiles. My monthly
charges for carting would pay for my groceries
for a week, It costs 28s. 3d. plus cartage for
136lbs. oi flour.
Later on he stated, -With one or two excep-
lions, we are all satisfied." The supervisor
had something- to say about transport as
follows:-

]s the ,scheme charging 4s. 6d. per eWt. for
transport to group 110?-Thce cost is 2s, 6d.
per ton per mile.
Earlier in my remarks I spoke about flour
being carried 120 miles for 3s, 3d. The coat
to the group settlers to get a bag of flour
from Denmark, after paying the charges to
Denmiark, is 5s. per bag. Yet the majority
report says not a word about the Denmark
railway being extended so that those group
s ettlers could free themselves from this
enormous additional cost. How can we ex-
pect group settlers to pay the' interest or
anything else when they have become estab-
lished unless the railway is built? Another
surprise is that the majority report says
nothing about drainage. I fully expected
that members from the wheat belt would have
taken notice of the wrater difficulty, because
in their districts the problem is to conserve
water. They pointed out that some areas
iiould he useless. unless drained, hut they
said nothing abou~t draining the country be-
fore it was settled. In their general remarks
reference was made to one place in the
South-West that needed drainage, and the
Commission doubted whether the land would
stand the extra it per acre for drainage. If
the land is of any quality at all, there should
Le no difficulty about its standing- that cost
for drainage. At Herdsman's Lake it is
costing- £100 p)er acre to drain the land. If
railway facilities are given to the group
settlers, if the piecework systeifi is intro-
duced and the mten are permitted to clear
the land under contract after having received
certain instruction, there is a chance of suc-
cess. Group settlement is certainly a far
quick-er way of breaking up thie South-West
land than was the ol individual system.
There is an enormous market within the
State for the produce of the groups. The
State last year imported £1,075,000 of pro-
duce that could have been grown in the
South-West. Butter represented £539,000,
which was an increase of £33,000 over the
previous year. Bacon and hams, £217,000,
also showed an increase. Onions to the value
of £28,000 were imported. There is 110 reason
i hr group settlers should not have, say

half an acre under onions so long as they
are near the railway. Some people argue
that it is unnecessary for group settlers to
he, near a railsesy; they manintain that motor
transport would be sufficient. That conten-
tion is altogoether erroneous. All the men
who are doing well on that class of land are
within five miles of a railway. Plenty of
Mnca Who0 have started onl small side lines
grow nearly all their own needs and have
a surplus to sell, and gradually they are
working- up to the stage when they can keep
cows and make themi their insinstay. Jams,
frulits and jellies can he produced by group
settlers. Last year £140,000 worth was im-
ported.' Fruit and] vegetables ini liquid to
a value of .0i.000 were imported. The
group settlers should supply that demand.
Given a railway, the department should act
as the transporter from the producer to the
consumer, almost without any agents. In
South Africa there is in vogue a systeni
that i6 being adopted here, and which
I think mig-ht well be applied to group
settlers, as it would prevent them from
getting into debt while they were waiting
for their cows to reach the profitable stage.
That is the CAOD. system. I recommended
that systemn lo the ex-Minister for Railways,
Mr. Scaddan, and lie referred it to the
Commissioner. As a result we secured the
flat rate of Is. 6Id. per ease onl fruit, bat it
did nut touch vegetables and other lines.
Later on the present Minister enforced it ink
regard to merchandise, hut [ would like to
see it applied to vegetables. In South
Africa the outback farmner is often 1,000
m'ie -s or more away, but lie consigns his pro-
duce to die town, say Durban. It is ad-
dressed to the consignee, to whom it is de-
livered by the railway authorities, and the
consignee pays the cost, freig-ht and comn-
mission. The money is transmitted to the
station-master whence the produce was con-
signIed, aind the producer receives the pro-
ceeds minus the freight and commission.
The systein has been working so well in
South Africa that lately the commission on
perishable produce such is fruit, jam,
etc., has beens reduced. f wish some-
th~ing could be dlone by our Railway
Department to compensate for the land
t ax imposed upon producers last year.
It would be a great help to the group
settlers if they could get into econ-
munication with workers i n Perth or Fre-
mantle, and consign their produce direct to
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them. It would obviate the ditliculty created
by motors taaiugl traine Irom the railways,
becau~e tile railways. could nave their own
vaus lu deliver the produce. It would get
rid of the agents; the produce would be
fresh when it reached the consumer; the pro-
ducer would be sure of his market and
would know exactly what price he was going
to get.

lion. J. W. Iiirwan: That system would
take a good deal of organising.

Ron. A. BUJRVILL: We have South
Africa to give us a guide.

The Honiorary Alinister: A lot of that is
being done now.

Hon. E. Rt. (srray: You would still have
the middle-man.

Hon. A. BUIZViLL: I was surprised that
the Rloyal Commission did nut reler to tlne

fact that the whole of the group settlers
so far comprised moneyless men. the Comn-
mission propose that the State should mark
time in the matter of group settlement. I
think it would be a fine thing it we could
get migrants with capital. They could come
from counties and form groups of their
own. If such men settled amongst money-
less men, their presence would he very help-
ful to the State. There is no reason why
we should not get men of capital to settle
on our land.

Ron. 5. Duffell: It sounds very well.
Hon. A. BURVILL: I have made inquir-

ies from settlers hailing from the Old Coun-
try, and more than one has informed me
that men of capital would certainly be pre-
pared to settle here, but that they would
want good land near to a railway. It the
Denmark line were extended, there would
be plenty of good land available. If we
could get moneyed men to settle there, the
only safeguard that the State need impose
would be to require them to bring the land
to a productive stage.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What about the Den-
mark settlers 9

Hon. A. BU1R.VILL: They had very little
money. That land, at £20 per acre, was too
high. They had had no experience of farm-
ing or financing, and what with interest on
the borrowed money and land rent, they lost
heart.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: One would have
thought some of them would be successful.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Some have been suc-
cessful.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Very few.

Han. A. BURVILL: The report of the
Commission shows that some have been sure-
eessful. I admit that there have been a
good many failures among the Denmark set-
tlers, hut there are reasons for it. Plenty of
men settled along the Denmark line are mak-
ing goad for the reason that they are close
to at railway. Many of them had a certain
amount of capital, and have been able
gradually to work their way up. Hardly'
any of them are on the Agricultural Bank.
I consider that the Denmark line should be
extended at once. At the end of the railway
is the tingle-tingle forest, which should be
reserved up to an area of 7,000 acres. On
the edge of the forest are thousands of acres
of tingle-tingle and karri that could be pro-
fitably milled. There is a big demand for
timaber; the price of hardwood is high, and
if this timber were milled by private or
State enterprise, the freights accruing from
it would pay the working cost of the line
and provide work for group and other set-
tlers in the district. That forest of tingle-
tingle should be wvorked as soon as possible.
The trees are over-matured by hundreds of
years. The sooner the old forest is cut out
and a new forest allowed to come up, the
better. The asset is a wrasting asset, though
it does not waste very quickly. The trees
should be brought to proft for the State as
speedily as possible. I am pleased to learn
from the Governor's Speech that refores-
tation has emerged from the experimental
stage. There has been much talk about
forestry for many years in Western Aus-
tralia, but nothing has been done yet. So
far as I know, dedication of forests is not
yet an accomplished fact. The forests are
one of our finest assets. Our railway system
gets mare revenue out of the forests than
out of any other one industry. On account
of the heavy wheat harvest it might be
thought that railway earnings from wheat
were greatest, but the position is otherwise.
According to the returns the earnings of
the department from wheat were £C393,2537,
whereas those from timber were £404,200 odd.
The average haul of timber, moreover, was
only 71 / miles, while that of wheat was
131 miles. Our forests should be defined
permanently. With regard to pine planta-
tion, as long as I can recollect there has been
in the Albany Lands Office a plIan marked
"Pine plantation." There is only one State
of the Commonwealth which has native pine
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-Queensland. A report recently made by
M~lr. Orenning states-

Previous to the war Queensland supplied her
own softwood r~quirecrcnts,' and was able to
export several million superficial feet per an-
num to other States. Now the demand has ex-
ceeded the supply, and Queensland wvill import
a greater quantity of softwood every year.
F'ortunately, as will be shown later, there is
every prospet of securing our requirements
-at an ever-increasing cost, however-from
overseas for m'any years to come, though net
indefinitely. Agaiinst the threatened shortage
of overseas supplies in the future we must
prepare, and the only possible method is by
establishing plantations. Unless we make a
serious effort to forecast the future situation
and to meet that situation, we will fail in our
duty.

The report from rhliel' J quote c-ontilne-

Summing the position up, Australia should
be able to secure her softwood requirements
for at least 30 years from the WVest Coast of
United States of America, and Canada. Mfr.
Groaing points out the possible necessity of
the Commonwealth Government embarking on
a planting scheme so that Australia's require-
mnents may be produced most economically by
growing the most desirable species over large
areas of localities most suited to their develop-
meat. What has Australia done to date? The
figures giving areas of plantations are very
depressing rcadiung:- No South Waleks. 8
square miles; Victoria, 21 square miles;
Queensland, 2 square miles; South Australia
40 square 11iles; Western Australia, 2.5 square
miles; total, 731/A square miles. During the
year 1922-23 seven square Miles Were. laid
down. The area we should plant annually to
meet our future requirements is 40 square
miles.

Mt. Barker last year sent away 100,000 odd
export eases of fruit, and probably sold
over 100,000 eases locally- . I speak of the
p~articular centre of Mt. Barker, without re-
ference to the fruit growing districts in its
immediate necighbourhood. There is no rea-
son why Mt. Barker should siof do as Tas-
aman hag done, and increase its sales of
fruit to a million eases. It mecans that in-
side 30 years considerable quantities of soft
wood will have to be imported. According
to '.%r. Orenning's report, softwood is going
tip and will continue to go up. Unless we
plant our- own pines, we shall have to pay
yen- dearly for softwood. in France many
years ago pine trecs were planted in the
drift sand on the coastal areas, for the pur-
pose of stopp-ing- the drift. The Finns pin-
aster, which was planted, has not only
stopped the drift, but has turned out a re-
venue-produeing asset. We have thousands
of acres all along our coast line, better soil

timin that on which pine was planted in
France, and in all that country we should
plant Pinns pinaster or Pious insignia. Pine
will grow, anywhere around Albany. Nearly
everyone there has pines plaied. The mild
climate of Albany suits the pine. Mr. IKes-
sell, the Conservator of Forests, recognises
this fact. There would be no difficulty ai,
Albany in getting a plantation of 10,000
acres of pine growing at once. So far as I
know, the Forests Department is the only des-
partmcnt wveil in funds-indeed, it has a big
surplus. I hope [list when pine plantations
start, Albany will not be forgotten. With
regard to the carriage of fertiliser I omitted
to say that I consider the fertiliser, wheat,
flour, and grain rates should be so adjusted
that slhipnents wvilI go to the nearest port.
It that is done, the day is not far distant
when wve shall have fertiliser works not only
sit Fremiantle, but also at Ceraldton, Bun-
bury, Albany, and Esperance. The special
fertiliser rate represents a great drain on the
railways, especially when the fertiliser is car-
ried over long distances. Care the Railway
Department 1ersuade the wheat buyers to
ship wvheat at the nearest port, wheat grow-
ing wvill increase around every port, with the
result that the demand for fertiliser, wvhich
is also used in p~otato growing, grass growing,
and dairying, will so increase as io afford
sufficient inducement for the establishment of
fertiliser works at various centres. At pre-
sent the average haul of feriliser is 1471/
miles. In the ease of Geraldion fertiliser
at the cheap rate has to travel over about
300 miles. This season, while the fertiliser
was going to Geraldton, the -wheat was travel-
hug. in the same direction. Yet fertiliser is
supposed to be carried at at cheap rate, be-
cause it represents hack loading. There was
no back loadi ng in that instance, as the wheat
and the fertiliser were going- in the same
direction. And the very same thing- obtained
at Bunbury and Albany. I may mention that
in Albany half a ton of fertiliser to the acre
is used for potato growing. To show how
wheat is centralised, I need only say that the
average haul of wvheat for this year was13
miles.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Who has been re-
sponsible for the wheat not going- to Bun-
bury and Albany, as you say You cannot
blame the Government for it.

Hon. A. BURVTL: Mr. Baxter will dis-
cover that if certain differential rates, and
certain matters connected with the rafiways,
were altered, wheat buyers would be per-



360 COUNCIL.]

suaded to ship Wheat at tire nearest part. A
special cofleestiron is Liven by the Railway
Department to beltp buyers to ship wheat and
flour at one ptort. The proof that that is
being done is t lie found in a comparison
between the 139 miles average haul for
wheat and thle 147 miles average haul for
fertiliser. I trust that next season the Rail-
way Depar tment wvill not shut down on fey-
tiier in t-erta in areas where it is being used
for top (tressing. There is a special conces-
sion for potato growing areas, which canl
rail their fertiliser any time of the year. JIn
thle wheat growing areas, however, fertiliser
can be taken as back loading up to a certain
date only. fit parts of the Kujonrup district,
where a great deal of whest used to be
grown., the farmers are going out or wheat
into sheep and grass, and are top-dressing
heax ily. Theyv do not want the fertiliser for
top dressing at the same time as the wheat
is moved. Special arrangeinwnts should be
made by which these people will be able to
get their fertiliser when they want it. Now
I wish to say something abont proposed rail-
ways and decentralisation and develolmnen t.
A fortnight ago 1 asked for a return of rail-
ways antlrorised since 1,996. 1 have the re-
turn here, though I will nuot read tire whole
of it. In the last 30 years 50 railwa 'ys have
been authorisedl. Sn far as thje port of Al-
bany is conicerned-I am going to let other
hon. gentlemen speak for Gernrdton and Es-
peran~

The PRESIDENT: lon. members. They
may be gentlemen for all that.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Five of those rail-
ways were 1,assed, though not all con-
structed, for the Albany zoine: Katanning-
Kojonup, 33 miles, £44,000; Kittanniing-
Nyahing, 373/4 miles, £C80,513; Tambellup-
Ongecrup, 581 4 miles, £140,526: Nyabing-
Pi ngriip, 211 miles, £91,378; Albany-Den-
mark, Nornaluji section, .35 milcs, £197,500.
That railway has not been started vet
although I w.%ould point out that the railway
from Bridgetown to Jarnadup has been
starte-1 for some considerable time. It
means that in those 30 years there have
been 186 miles of railway built in those
parts, costing £5,55,000 Add. The total
mileage of railways built in the State dur-
ing the 30 years was 2,679, the aggregate
cost being E8,417,084. Thus, in the souith-
ern cad of tire province there has been
spent.in 20 rears slighitly over £500,000 as
against £8,000,000 spent'In other parts of
-thle State. As to the railways on which

the £8,000,000 Was spent, they have been
so conrstrueted and so managed that nearly
the wihole of the benefits accrue to the
centres of Perth and Fremantle. When it
comues to a consideration of our harbours;
we fid thrat Albany has been neglected in
the same way. During tire past 30 years
£2,471,000 has been spent in tire Fremrantle
harbour, while at G'eraldton £77,000 haw
been spent, in Bunhurv £,519,000, and in
Albany £163,000. fn Fremantle they spent
as much money in trying to aralce a dock
as they spent altogether on the Ueraldtonl
and Albany harbour works.

lIon. E. H. Oray: Anyhow, that was a
long time ago.

Hon. A. BURVILL: But it was a need-
less waste of money. So long ago as 1908
at motion was passed in this House at the
instance of Mr. Kirwani. The motion set
out that the dock at Fremnantle Should not
be construc ted. The motion was Passed
by 13 votes to six, hut the Government
wvent onl withr it. Half a million pounds
was spent in making a hole.

Hon. J. R?. Brown. Now I suppose they
will want some water to Pot in the hole.

Hon. A. BURYILL: Yet they are asking
for a dock again! 1 would point out to
those hou. memnbers who are bringing for-
ward that request that they can ask for
many things in connection willi their har-
bour on which the morney could be better
spent. They could also spend that money
better in developing the outside country in
thle shape of constructing railways or some
other useful work even in their own pro-
vinc. [ s-uggest to them that they should
erect a cooling shed for the benrefit of, for
instance, the Bridgetown fruit growers.
Tire Bunbury harbour is niot the best for
shipping fruit, arid uintil it is put in proper
order I suggest to them that instead of
plitting imp new grain sheds, they should
agree to thre proposal to erect a cooling shed
at Fremantle so that the fruit growers may
be able to have their fruit shipped in better
condition. I have a few figures to indicate
the districts that have been served to the
greatest extent as a result of this expendi-
ture. Of the benefits accrued from S {
millions spent on railways, about half q
mnillion comes into Albany. A certain
amount goes to Buhbury hut, as I said
earlier in mTy statement. the railways are
s'o used that they do Diot run into, for in-
stance, Bunbary. A lot from Oeraldton
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and from the goldfields areas pass through
to Fremantle.

Bon. 0. Potter: That is why we want
harbour extension there.

Hon. A BURVILL: Of the 3% million
pounds spent in this State on harbour
works, 2Y2 millions has been in the inter-
ests of Frenmantle.

Hlon. E. H. Gray: That was because it
was necessary.

Hon. A. BURVILL : Under the opera-
tions of the Lands Department, £6,000,000
has been spent in the wheat areas and most
of the benefit derived from that expendi-
ture has come back to Fremantle.

I-on. G. Potter: And the Fremantle her-
Imur has contributed handsomely to Con-
solida ted Revenue.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Then there is the
expenditure on water supplies, power
plants, and so on. In respect of eaczh of
these the metropolitan area has received
consideration. When it comes to conces-
sions, however, there was a reduction in the
duties to the extent of £23,000 in one slap
in connection with the power house, and on
additional plant there was a further reduc-
tion in duty.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Don't you believe in
that?

lion. A. BURVILL: Yes, but it should
cut both ways. When it comes to a con-
sideration of the farmers' position, they
have difficulty in getting cheap wvire net-
ting, Sugar for jam, or they have to
shou~lder a high tariff on their agricultural
machinery. The farmers do not get any
concessions.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They should buy a gri-
cultural machinery made in the State.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Mr. Potter talked
about the construction of a dock at Pre-
mantle, and when I said that we could build
a dlock for a quarter of the cost at Albany
he raid that we ought to have our goods in
the show window and should not put
such things in places where they could not
he seen. That has been the trouble with
this State. We want to make the Fre-
mnantle harbour our bay-window and put
everything there, drawing the blind down
on our trade entrances. We should keep
our trade entrances open. We have a
good one at Albany. When Sir George
Buchanan came here originally he passed
through Albany and said that the harbour
was one of the finest he bad seen. When

he bad experienced the railway from there
he said it was one of the poorest railways
he had seen.

lion. G. Potter: You do not blame Fre-
mantle for that, do you?

flon. A. BJR.VILL :No, hut I would
point out to Mr. Potter that at Albany we
have a depth of 60 feet within 30 feet of
the shore, and it is there that we coutd
build a dock more cheaply than at F're-
mantle. However, I contend that that typa
of work should be undertaken by the Com-
monwealth, I am not afraid regarding
lbany because it is situated on the corner

of a trade route and is important for de-
fence purposes. The money of the State
couild he better spent in developing the
couintry, leaving the Commonwealth to deal
with docks. Even the shipping people do not
want a dock at Fremantle.

Hon. G. Potter:, Only a section of them
do not.

Hon. A. BLRVJLL: When are the people
of Perth an d Fremantle going to he satis-
fied I

lon. E. 11. Gray: It will take a long
time yet.

Hon. A. BIJRVLLL: They have preferen-
tial rates and all the rest of it. When will
they allow the rest of the State to pro-
gress I The first settlement in Western
Australia took place at Albany 100 years
ago. Thirty years ago we wvere promised
a railway fr-om Denmark to Bridgetown.
About the samne number of years ago the
people at Esperance were promised a rail-
way and I am glad to know that in the near
future the promise to the Esperane people
will have been completed. The position is
worse still in the North. However, there
are very few more railways that Perth can
get unless it be by an enveloping method
around the back the effect of which would
he to rob Oeraldton, Bunhory and Al-
bany. As to Esperance, the metropolitan
area will find a difficulty there now and I
think the city's gamne is up bL9 far as that
harbour is concerned. We have heard a
lot about unfair competition from the
Eastern States. We have had a Federal
Royal Commission to inquire into the dis-
abilites of Western Australia. There have
been complaints regarding the Navigation
Act. We have been asking a lot of questions
about Federation, but 'we should take some
of our own medicine.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Quite true.
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Hon. A. BURVJILL: What about a State
Disabilities Commission?9 I want to know
how you people in the metropolitan areas
"navigate" these railways and run them into
one port.

Hon. G. Potter: That is the magnet that
draws the steel.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Through the courtesy
of the officers of the Lands Department I
have been able to get a plan to help hon.
members to better understand the position
in the South-West. I have spoken about the
Newdegate-Albany railway. We have heard
it said by Mr. Kirwan and others that at
Newdegate there is some of the best wheat
country that the State possesses. There are
such centres as Damnosa and Ravenathorpe
and the area north towards Forestania. In
that part of the State there are at least a
quarter of a million acres of the finest wheat
country we possess. When the line is Com-
pleted, Newdegate will be 240 miles by rail
from Bunbury. We should have a railway
from Newdeg-ate to Albany. It is only 174
miles.

Hon. J, W. Kirwan: What about Hope-
toun?

Hon. A. BURVILL: Hopetoun is hopeless.
I doubt whether it could be made into a har-
bour.

Hon. J. W. Kirw an: It is a long way
better than was Fremantle a few years ago.

Hon. A. BURVILL: If we got 83 miles
of railway from Ongerup to Newdegate,
Albany would then he easily the nearest port
to the district. From Newdegate to Albany
via Ongerup the distance would be 231 miles
or, alternatively, via Wagin it would be 261
miles. From Newdegate to Bunbury the dis-
tance is 240 miles, while from Newdegate
to Fremantle it is 318 miles.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It would be rough
on the Ravensthorpe people to take the line
to Albany. Why not to Hopetounl

Hon. A. BURVILL: Albany is 8? miles
nearer than is Fremantle, and 76 miles nearer
than is Bunbury. There is no opposition to
this proposed line to Albany. If a railway
is built from Armadale to Brookton and on
down to Newdegate, it will bring Newdegate
nearer to Fremantle than it is to Bunbury.

Ron. J. W. Kirwan. The objective should
be the opening up of the Dakmnosa country.

Hon. A. BURVILL: This proposed line
will take in the Pingrup extension, and the
whole thing will then be looped up. Accord-
ing to Mr. Kirwin, Ravensthorpe has a rail-
way absurdity.

Hon. J. IV. Kirwan: The railway at pres-
ent is an abs urdity, and will remain so until
linked up with Newdegate.

Ron. A. BIJRVILL: If this proposed
railway were put in it could be made to
pay, According to a table I have here, the
Hopetoun railway has a lengIL of 34 miles
and ib cost £79,000. But it baa two dead
ends, and so when anyone down there baa
to ship wheat, it goes round to Fremantle.
Whben the Railway Department wanted a
new boiler down there they took it to Newde-
gate and carried it 114 miles by team from
Lake Grace down to Ravensthorpe. The
mnoney spent on the Ravensthorpe line could
easily have built this connection I am now
advocating. There is no reason to stress the
fact that there is to be found in the district
to he served hy the proposed railway a quar-
ter of a million acres of the very finest land.
Down near Albany the land is poorer, es-
p)cC ally for the last 75 miles. There are out
there settlements with a history going back
to 1838, the people of those settlements being
in their third generation. Other settlements
in that part of the country are 30 or 40
miles from a railway. A lot of once despised
plain eoun try down there has been brought
under cultivation. Recently I saw some of it
being treated. At one place it was done by
tractor, and the total cost per acre for clear-
ing, ploughing, fertilising and seeding was
only £2. On one farm rape was doing ex-
ceedingly well, while the next door neighbour
had harvested 25 bushels of oats to the acre.
This is the plain country that, a few years
ago, nobody would look at. Of course, if
a man has that class of eoun try he wants a
good deal of it, and should have, in addition,
300 or 400 acres of timber land in which to
keep) his breeding stock. TIhk plain land is
very cheaply brought under cultivation.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Is there any bottle
brush country in it?

Hon. A. BURVILL: A report made on the
country dowvn there was published in the
newspapers and proved very misleading.
'Mr. Surveyor Payne, after a horseback in-
spection, reported that it was not worth a
close classification. But had anybody read
the report carefully he would have seen that
the surveyor was referring only to Crown
lands, not to land alienated and under culti-
vation. The land along the Salt River, or
Pallinup, 30 or 40 miles from the nearest
railway, has grown 40 bushels of wheat to
the acre. There is an immense tract of good
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land down there, but the best of it is farthest
from the railway.

The ]"RE'SIDENTl: I think the hon. mem-
ber has dealt with it very fully.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Perhaps it would be
of interest to know what the electors of the
South Province and of the Yilg-arn Province
think of that proposed railway. I have here
a letter from the secretary of the Lake
Biddy Aricultural Hall Committee, in
which, after congratulating those who are
trying to get this railway, hie says-

I hope you will be successful in bringing
about this great Godsend to the Great South-
ern portion of Western Australia, which would
be the means of putting into the farnmer's
p)ockets pounds that they now spend in keep-
ing Perth and Fremantle.
I do not think all metropolitan muembers are
serious in their endeavour to rob other ports.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I think they are do-
ing it very success fully.

Hon. A. BURVILL: I drew Mr. Love-
kin's attention to a few points voncerning dis-
tances in respect of this lproposed Newde-
gate railway.

Hon. J. Duffell: Do you read every word
of your speech?

The PRESIDENT: I ask the hon. mem-
her not to interrupt.

Hon. J. BURVILL: What Mr. Lovekin
said was as follows:-

The. point most of us quite agree upon is
that railways shall he so constructed as to per-
mnit of produce being carried to its natural
port. No settler should be penalised for all
time by a policy of concentration.
Now I comie t o another point of gheat im-
portance to the Nen'dcgate railway. I allude
to the Raveusthorpe copper mines. I got
into conversation with 'Mr. Porteous, a min-
ing expert now at Guowangerup; he was a
mine manager in Kalgoorlie in 1897 for
Messrs. Bewiek, 'Moreing & Co. M.Nr. Wood-
ward, once Government Geologist of this
State, was engineer with him up there. Mr.
Porteous has been all over the Ravensthorpe
copper field;, and this is his opinion of
those fields. With your permission, Sir. I
propose to read his report.

Mr. PRESIDENT: ft will not he long,
will it? You have been speaking two and
a half hours alreadly.

Hon. J. Dullelt: And ha has not warmed
up yet!

Hon. A. BIIRVTIT: This is the ex-
tract--

Regarding Ravntor0pe mintes, Mr. Per-
tees has always held a decided opinion that

this is one of the finlest, if not the very finest,
and largest low-grade c~opper ore propositions
in the Commonwealth, once it is worked on
proper economic linies. He claims that the
past miethods of smelting the ores on the field
are too expensive, and always held that it
would not pay except by picking out the higher
grade ores, of which there are too little in
comparison to the large bodies of lower grade
ores His contention is that as the Brokea
iHill smelters had to be removed to Port Pinie,
nearly 300 miles by rail, for economic work-
ing, so the Bavealsthepe smelters will never
pay until similar action is taken), and the
Smelters erected at Albany, the nearest acces-
sible port. Thus the railway to the Ravenls-
thorpe mineral field is a necessity to run the
smlters econlomically and to use the low-grade
ores to tbe best advantage. To do this there
must be cheap coke, lime, water, and iron ore.
It is impossible to make a harbour ait Hope-
toun except at a prohibitive outlay.

Later on when the new smelting proposition
was being experimented with at Ravens-
thorpe I got -Mr. Porteous'9 opinion, as I
thoughit it wvas of some value. His opinion
on the field then was-

1,' That it will carry 20,000 and upwards
of population when they stop this hole and
cornier business of treatment. 2, With all due
respect to the new method of treatment being
tried there now, if proved successful, it will
take a number of plants to meet the require-
ments of the field, and it should be recognised
that 0110 large treatment plant at Albany, and
the minas to sell their ore onl assay, is better
than for the small mines to spend the wihole
of their subscribed] capital on little plants of
their own. This would he one-third more
costly than in a large wholesale way of treat-
ineat. 3, You get every metal that is contained
in the ore by smelting. Will the other process
do that? Time field is composed of a number
of large low-grade lodes. No one knows any-
thing about that large belt of mineral coun-
try, only- where the little bit of work has been
done. Nkorth of the workings the country has
not been prospected. And it would he useless
for anyone to go there util such time ais there
is a prospect of smelters at Albany, and a con-
necting railway to the field. When this is done
it will create consumers for our production.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Where is the min-
eral country '.%r. Porteous referred to?

Hon. A. BCURVILL: At Ravenathorpe.

Hon. 3. W. Kirwan: Why not have the
smelters at H'opetoun, instead of bringing
the ore to Albany?

Hon. A. BURVILL: Other prospectinz
has been done down there. Mr. Wellstead
of Onowangerup wrote to me the other day,
pointing out that there are great prospects
of finding copper and gold elsewhere. After
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referring to a find made some 11 or 12 years
ago he said-

I refer to an immense lode carrying very
rich carbonate of copper, and assaying up to
S0dwts. gold, quite near Jarraniongup
This in itself is worthy of a lot of attention
As near as I cant remember it is a vast de-
posit lying between a granite hanging wall
and a diorite footwall. It was very erratie
ailly prospected somje 10 or 12 years ago and
abandoned, being too far from Ravensthorpe
smelters. A parcel of 10 tons was carted to
Itavensthorpe, aiid treated at the Government
smelters. The manager, Mr. Shepherd, told
me himself that that special parcel was the
finest ore that had passed through the smelters
at any time; very high percentage and very
easy to smeltH, to mice his ownk words, ''Ono
could almost smelt it in a macbo. Fur-
titer on another 20 miles there is an imimense
outcrop of quartz trending north-east. I my-
self have napped tis in scores of places.
Heavy copper stains and specks of grey ore
show freely for quite at mile along thc line of
outcrop. .. .... These and others are well
within thle zone outlined for railway; very
few know of them, nevertheless they exist,
and perhaps many others. Little genuine pro-
specting has been done in the locality.

1 will show members on the map the three
places referred to by Mr. Wellstoad. Mr.
Kirwan will admit that there is some sense
in the argument that the railway should go
towards Albany.

Hon. T. Moore: Where would you get
your coal?

Hon. J, W. Kirwan: A re there any en-
gineering ditficulties?

Hon. A. BURYILL: No. A party of us
went with the district surveyor through that
country. The line would go through the
Stirling Range, through which there is a
pass, offering no eng-ineering difliculties.
The railway could alternativel y swing in
another direction, and clear the range alto-
gether. If that were done the distance would
be not more thtan 174 miles. Albany receives
its coal from Newceastle. Not far away is a
coalfield known as Wilga, and it might be
possible to get coal from there instead of
bringing it from Newcastle. Thle railway
from Needilup was promised in 1913, and
from Mounit Barker west, and from Cran-
brook, railways wvere also promised niany
years ao. Within a period of 30 years,
from Katanning- to Albany, only one rail-
way, 59 miles in length, has been con-
structed. It is time the Government con-
sidered the advisability of constructing an-
other railway leading to Albany. Once we
get the wheat to Albany it wvill make a great

difference to dairying and group settlements
within that province. At present no flour
is milled in Albany, hut if the railway were
built we would tap one of the best dry wheat
areas in the State, and would have plenty
of offal with which to foster the dairying
industry. At present all the offal must come
from Fremantle. I hiare tried to make it
clear that the decentralisation policy of the
past has not been in the best interests of
the State. It is time some little attention
was paid to Albany. We have heard of
Dives and Lazarus. It is time we got away
from that and heard a little more of the
big brother movement. I should like to draw
the attention of the Minister to the fact that
next year marks the centenary of Albany.
In effect this means the centenary of the
State. Instead oC putting up a monument
there to mark the occasion and having a big
function to celebrate it, I wouild suggest
that a birthday present be made to Albany
in the shape of one of the railways I have
been talking about. I congratulate the Gov-
ernment upon their prospects and the buoy-
ant state of the finances. With a good sea-
son,' such as is promised, I think the end of
the deficit will soon he in sight. I support
the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffel!, debate ad-
journed.

iloitse adjowrnecl at 9.12 p.sw.


